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Pastor:  Rev. Jared Hamilton 

Pastor’s Email:  revjared@gmavt.net 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9am – 12pm    

Office Contacts:  482-3352 / unitedchurch@gmavt.net / www.ucofh.org 

 

Please help keep our records current by contacting the UCH Office with changes to your e-mail or mailing address. Thank you! 

 

Pastor’s Message: 

Effective Changes 

“I’m not changing… 

None of us are changing.  

Everything is fine.  

Let’s have a picnic.” - from Annihilation by Jeff VanderMeer  

“I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD; they are plans 

for peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11 

In seminary some years ago I was told that, as a pastor, my role was to “lead change at a rate your church can stand.” The 

class, Ministerial Leadership in the Historic Faith Community was jam-packed with a number of witty aphorisms, but I 

remember this one the most.  

Change is inevitable, sometimes helpful but always risky. Seasons change, the weather changes, our town changes and faith 

communities change. When we are fortunate, we can be agents in the changes that come, and through prayer and 

discernment, we can tap into the plans God might have for us here in Hinesburg.  

I am forever grateful to be working in a faith community that is willing to try something new. The only time I’ve heard, “It’s 

never been done that way before,” was with a sense of good humor and fun. We have a flexible and grace-filled 

community. Outsiders have pointed this out. Conference ministers have pointed this out. And we are willing to risk change, 

to try something new, taking a leap of faith for the good of the community.  



But changing for change’s sake is not productive. In 1985, Coca-Cola attempted to change the formula of the drink with 

“New Coke”. Although the rebranded Coke was on the shelves for only a short time, it was widely panned by consumers. 

Today, “New Coke” remains a cautionary tale against making unnecessary or ineffective changes.  

In 2016, we have enacted substantive and effective changes in the church that we hope strengthen our mission to build the 

beloved community and to be a resource to our wider community. We have worked together to create powerful 

statements. We have begun new programs. We have made small but meaningful changes to other areas of the church. 

Here are a few:  

 The church transferred all of its investments into a Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) portfolio 

 The church went solar 

 The church put together a youth trip to New York City 

 The Auxiliary has been dissolved and the responsibilities have been handed over to existing committees  
 

By moving our investments to an SRI portfolio, we are investing in companies that work for the common good of all people, 

while increasing our long-term income. By going solar, we lower our carbon footprint while saving money on electricity. By 

sending youth on a service trip to New York City, we have exposed young people to poverty and compassion while 

strengthening the future of the church. By dissolving the Auxiliary and handing out its prior commitments to already 

existing committees, we have expanded the number of people involved in the annual Plant Sale, Holiday Bazaar, annual 

retreat and hospitality ministries.  

As the New Year approaches, I am excited to see what God has in store for us. Particularly, I am excited to begin the fun and 

creative work of visioning with the Church Council. In 2017, we will work as a Council and as a church community to 

“imagine what’s possible” for the United Church of Hinesburg in the years to come and in the build up to the 100 year 

anniversary of the federation of our three historic churches in 2019. All this we hope to accomplish with the guidance and 

gentle hand of our God, who plans peace for us and not disaster, who gives us a future and a hope.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Pastor Jared  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions & Social Justice Committee News 

 
Missions & Social Justice Committee: Lori McKenna, Chair; Sue Barden, Katie Dooley, Karen Farnsworth, 
Barbara Forauer, Penny Grant, Kristi Johnson, Melissa Loretan, Meaghan McKenna 

 

Thank you for all the generous donations of sleeping bags 
and the monetary donations to buy them.  With the help of 
our church as well as donations from the wider Hinesburg 
community, were able to contribute 46 bags to Burlington’s 
Safe Harbor Program – 16 more than our goal!  We 
anticipate that the bags will be delivered within the next 
week. 

On December 18th we will be compiling 15 holiday food 
baskets for those in our community, a tradition that has 
gone on for at least 35 years. Please sign up by calling the 
church office or at: 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0C49ADAA29AAF49-christmas2. 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C49ADAA29AAF49-christmas2


  

Memorial Poinsettias will be ordered again this year.  If you wish to 

purchase one or more, complete the form in the Sunday bulletin or call the 

church office.  Please provide your name and the name of the memorial 

person(s).  Poinsettias will be $6 each and checks should be made payable 

to the United Church of Hinesburg with “poinsettias” or “flower fund” in 

the memo line. 

 

 

Worship Committee News 

 

Worship Committee: Judy Parker & Sandy White – Co-Chairs; Barbara Forauer, Barbara Herrington, Rufus Patrick, 
Kate Schubart 

December is an exciting and meaningful month of worship at the United Church of Hinesburg highlighted by a 

move to three Christmas Eve services on December 24th.  

This month we will focus on gifts suitable for a baby. Beginning 

December 11th bring items babies might need (e.g. diapers - especially 

sizes 5 & 6, baby wipes, baby soap, formula, and swaddling blankets) 

to place under the tree. Donations will go to COTS in Burlington.   

Here are this month’s details:  

Sunday, December 4th – The Second Sunday in Advent - Communion Sunday with kids from the Communion 

Education class; Youth are invited to sing with the choir; Stewardship Drive 

Sunday, December 11th – The Third Sunday in Advent – The Tree goes up; The Children’s Christmas Pageant; 

4th graders will receive Bibles; Bring baby items for COTS; Stewardship Drive 

Sunday, December 18th – The Fourth Sunday in Advent – The return of the Hand Bell Choir with Dan 

Frostman; Bring baby items for COTS; Stewardship Drive 

Saturday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Services:  

 5pm Children and Family Candlelight Service: Geared toward children and families with gifts, 
laughter and music from Larry Rice, Betsy Perinto and Steven Kingrea; Bring baby items for COTS 

 7pm Special Music Candlelight Service: For the old and young alike featuring Tim Woos and guest 
musicians 

 10pm Lessons and Carols Candlelight Service: A traditional lessons and carols service with candlelight 
and the choir 

 
Sunday, December 25th – Christmas Day Service – Songs of praise and Christmas Carols with a prayer service 

and short reflection 

 

 

 

 



 

  
Christian Education Committee News 

 
 Christian Education Committee:   Eileen Ashe, Chair; Heather Roberts, CE Coordinator; Leah Hamilton, Mary 
Hong, Theron Main, Renate Parke, Howdy Russell and Sharonlee Trefry 

It has been a busy November !  The younger Sunday School kids enjoyed a Game Night on November 4th 

where we shared a dinner of macaroni & cheese and then played board games.  That same evening, the 

younger youth (4th-7th grade) went with Pastor Jared and Mary Hong to the Essex Speedway to play arcade 

games and ride go-carts.  A good time was had by all! 

In addition, we held a yoga class with Ashley Williams-Wenschoff during Sunday School on November 13th, 

the Children’s Choir performed “Now We Give Thanks” during the service on November 20th and we had a 

wonderful One Room Schoolhouse on November 27th where we put together a clothespin wreath of all the 

things we are thankful for. (See photo above.) 

December will be equally busy as we prepare to perform the Christmas Pageant during the service on 

December 11th.  Heather will be sending all those with speaking parts a copy of the script by the end of the 

week. We will rehearse during Sunday School this Sunday, December 4th and then again at 9:00am on 

December 11th before performing for the congregation during that morning’s service.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Heather in the church office. 

We will not be holding a Friday night event this month.  The cookie decorating that we usually do in 

December will be included in the activities for the Youth Babysitting Night Fundraiser on December 10th.  

Our next scheduled event is a movie night on Friday, January 6th.  Details to follow.   

 
For the Youth 

We had a blast in our Communion Education Class and Christian Faith and Practices group in October and 

November. The Communion Education class worked on banners in made apple cider in November. The 4th-7th 

graders also had a great time at Essex Speedway, playing arcade games and racing go-carts.  

Meanwhile, The Christian Faith and Practices group wrote and performed a skit for the sleeping bag drive that 

brought in 46 sleeping bags! The older youth also met to discuss the 2017 youth trip to Boston, Massachusetts. 

The trip will take place June 18th to the 23rd and will focus on environmental work and charity work with animals. 

We are excited because we recently received a $1,000 donation with an interesting restriction: that the money be 

used at the discretion of the youth to give back to the charities of their choice after the completion of the trip. It’s 

a wonderful gift that we hope will inspire another generation of generous donors to philanthropic causes.  

 

    



 

  

Finance Committee News 

 

 Finance Committee:   Yvonne Whitaker, Treasurer; Andy Seaton, Financial Secretary; JP Hong, Phil Pouech and 
Mary Eddy Stewart 

Financial Update 

Our 2016 budget includes an offering goal of $101,000.  It is important that we achieve it in order to cover our 
expenses this year.  Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, we continue to stay on track.  The 
progress bar below is published monthly to show how we are doing.  If you have any questions, please 
contact me. 

Plate offering received as of October 31, 2016 ($86,961   86% of offering budget) 

  $101,000 

0                 10                 20                30                 40                50                 60                 70                 80                90                100 

In thousands 

Yvonne Whitaker, Treasurer 

 

December events for Grades 4-7 

Communion Presentation Sunday (Sunday, December 4th at 10:00am) Kids that participated in the Communion 

Education class will present their banners to the church during the communion service on December 4th and 

receive communion and a gift.  

Cookie Decorating and Movie Night (Saturday, December 10th from 5:00pm to 9:00pm) Kids will have the 
opportunity to decorate Christmas cookies, do crafts and watch a movie. Dinner will be provided. This is a 
fundraiser for the 2017 Summer Youth Trip. Donations are welcome and go directly to cover trip expenses.   

Looking to January: Outing to Get Air Trampoline Park and more! 

December events for Grades 8-12 

First Sunday Choral Singing – Come sing with the choir on the first Sunday of each month. Arrive at 9AM on 
Sunday, December 4th for rehearsal. Continental breakfast will be available in the choir room. 

Holiday Gift Wrapping - Youth will be wrapping gifts for donations during the Holiday Breakfast on December 
10th from 9am-11am and during coffee hours on December 11th from 11am-12pm. If you have any questions 
contact Penny at: psgjmax@yahoo.com. (Trip Fundraiser) 

Babysitting Night - The youth and available youth parents will be hosting a drop in babysitting night on Saturday, 
December 10th from 5:00pm to 9:00pm in the Parish Hall. This fundraiser brings in significant money for the trip 
so please volunteer if you are available by responding to Eileen Ashe at: eashe@gmavt.net. (Trip Fundraiser) 

Monthly Church Volunteer Opportunity: Candle lighters for the Christmas Eve services. Help us during the candle 
lighting at the 5pm, 7pm or 10pm services on Christmas Eve. RSVP to Jared at revjared@gmavt.net if you are 
available.  

Looking to January: Outing to Get Air Trampoline Park and more! 

 

mailto:psgjmax@yahoo.com
mailto:eashe@gmavt.net
mailto:revjared@gmavt.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Planned Giving 

If you would like to help to ensure that the United Church of Hinesburg continues to thrive for generations to 

come, consider making the United Church of Hinesburg a beneficiary in your will or living trust.  Another 

option to consider would be the gift of an appreciated stock instead of cash.  This option of donating shares of 

stock can have tax benefits for you and allow a larger contribution to our church.   

If you have questions about gifting stock, contact your accountant or contact Damon Kinzie, our Morgan 

Stanley financial advisor (658-2424).  All calls and conversations with Damon will be strictly confidential. 

 

Fall Pledge Drive – We aren’t having one! 

Wait....what? Yup, you heard right. Instead of our annual fall pledge drive, the Stewardship Committee has a goal 

of signing up more of our congregation to give via two electronic payment options:  

Electronic Funds Transfer– allows you to designate a set dollar amount to be donated directly from your bank 

account to the United Church of Hinesburg’s account on a specific date or recurring dates. You can cancel or make 

adjustments at any time. To sign up, complete the Authorization Form that follows, put it in a sealed envelope with 

the applicable voided document (see instructions), and return it to the church office. The form can also be found 

on the Stewardship page of the church website. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Jared at 

revjared@gmavt.net.  

Automatic Payments – if your bank offers an online bill pay option you can set up payments to the church on a 

recurring basis.  

And, if you sign up for electronic giving we will treat you to a homemade pie! The Stewardship Committee will 

have a table set up at coffee hour December 4th, 11th and 18th to provide further information & offer assistance 

with sign-ups.  

If you have any questions before then, please see one of the Stewardship Committee members or Andy Seaton, 

our Financial Secretary.  

 

Stewardship Committee News 

 

Stewardship Committee:   Bill Baker, Bob Forauer, Leah Hamilton, Melissa Loretan, Mary Eddy Stewart 

Nominating Committee News 

 

Nominating Committee:   Grace Farley, Keith Roberts, Sandy White, Mabel Young 

As our faith community grows and we become more involved in our surrounding community, we need a 

host of people to work together to find creative ways to serve our call to ministry. Below are a list of our 

current committees at the United Church of Hinesburg. If the work of any of these committees sounds 

interesting, please contact someone on the Nominating Committee or Pastor Jared.  

 

mailto:revjared@gmavt.net


 

  

Holiday Breakfast 
Saturday December 10, 2016 at 9:00am 

at the Osborne Parish Hall 

 
The women and men of the United Church of Hinesburg are a very special group. We worship together, feed 
the hungry, help others, and work on parish committees.  Come celebrate the holiday season, our friendships, 
and count our blessings!  

We will be providing a holiday breakfast to start your day on Saturday, December 10th.  Nursery services will 
be offered.  

 We want to know how many places to set at the tables so please RSVP by December 9th to the church office 
at 482-3352. Please join us! 
 

  

The Christian Education Committee provides faith formation programs for ages 0-18. Nursery during the weekly 
services, Sunday school, fellowship opportunities, Communion education, summer camps, youth trips and youth 
group all run through this committee.  

The Finance Committee assesses the financial needs of the church, develops our annual budget, follows our 
investments and audits our books.  

The Membership Care Committee works in the areas of hospitality and pastoral care. This committee welcomes 
visitors, identifies prospective new members, writes birthday cards to those in the church, visits shut-ins, updates 
the church directory, helps plan for funeral receptions and coffee hour.  

The Missions and Social Justice Committee plans and implements service opportunities and mission drives that 
help people locally, nationally and internationally. Each year the committee puts together monthly community 
meals, the Hearts for Hunger 5K, and our fall sleeping bag drive. This committee is also responsible for maintaining 
our conformance with Open & Affirming (ONA), Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) and Association of 
Welcoming & Affirming Baptists (AWAB) principles.  

The Nominating Committee works with the pastor to locate and train lay leadership in the congregation.  

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee operates as the human resources committee of the church. It works directly 
with staff and employees to provide support, feedback and annual evaluations. It also serves as a liaison between 
pastor and congregation and elicits feedback from the congregation.  

The Spiritual Formation Committee provides faith formation opportunities for adults including the development of 
small groups, peace vigils, reading groups, and retreats. These activities create occasions for applying one’s 
spirituality to daily living.  

The Stewardship Committee works to bring financial resources to the church through annual giving campaigns, 
fundraisers such as the Plant Sale, Salad Supper, Chicken Pie Supper and Holiday Bazaar and grant writing.  

The Trustees maintain the physical properties of the church. Project planning, cleaning days, general upkeep, issues 
of accessibility and maintaining adequate insurance are this committee’s focus.  

The Worship Committee works with the pastor to plan regular and special worship services. This committee 
recruits readers and greeters, decorates the sanctuary and plans for communion services, baptism services and 
ecumenical services.  

 



 
  

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 



December 2016 Happenings at UCH 
{All meetings/events are held in Osborne Parish House unless otherwise noted.}  

2nd Monday   8:00am-3:00pm WIC 
Monday nights   5:00pm-9:30pm Parish House reserved by private group 
2nd Tuesday night  6:30pm-8:00pm 4-H meeting 
Most Wednesday nights 6:30pm-9:00pm Boy Scouts 
Thursday mornings  10:00am-11:30am Hinesburg Friends of Families baby playgroup 
1st Thursday night  7:30pm-8:30pm Cub Scout parents meeting 
Most Fridays   9:00am-1:00pm Hinesburg Senior Meal site 
Sunday afternoons  2:00pm-5:00pm Tiger Monkey Dragon theater/improv group 
Friday, December 2nd   5:30pm-7:00pm Open Table Diner free community meal 
Saturday, December 3rd  11:00am-7:00pm Salvation Army bell ringing at Walmart 
Sunday, December 4th   10:00am  Stewardship Sunday; Communion Education class presentation 
Sunday, December 4th   11:15am  Church Council meeting 
Sunday, December 4th   4:00pm  No Strings Marionette Co. presents Scrooge, A Christmas Carol 
Tuesday, December 6th   1:30pm  Disciplines group meeting at Barbara Lyman’s house 
Saturday, December 10th  9:00am-11:00am Holiday Breakfast (& youth gift wrapping fundraiser) 
Saturday, December 10th  5:00pm-9:00pm Babysitting Night Fundraiser 
Saturday, December 11th  8:30am   Staff-Parish Relations Committee meeting 
Sunday, December 11th  10:00am  Pageant Sunday 
Sunday, December 11th     Gift wrapping fundraiser during coffee hour 
Tuesday, December 13th  1:30pm  Disciplines group meeting at Barbara Lyman’s house 
Saturday, December 17th  1:00pm-3:00pm Parish Hall reserved by community group – Christmas Together 
Saturday, December 17th  5:00pm-10:00pm Parish Hall reserved for community concert 
Sunday, December 18th 10:00am  Special Music Sunday – hand bell choir 
Sunday, December 18th  11:15am  Finance Committee meeting 
Sunday, December 18th 11:15am  Nominating Committee meeting 
Sunday, December 18th     One Room Schoolhouse Sunday School 
Tuesday, December 20th   1:30pm  Disciplines group meeting at Barbara Lyman’s house 
Friday, December 23rd      January newsletter deadline 
Saturday, December 24th  5:00pm  Children & Family Candlelight Service 
Saturday, December 24th  7:00pm  Special Music Candlelight Service 
Saturday, December 24th  10:00pm  Lessons & Carols Candlelight Service 
Sunday, December 25th     No Sunday School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Going to the Holiday Breakfast 
on December 10th?  Bring your 
presents to be wrapped by 
some awesome Elves who are 
wrapping for donations for their 
trip to Boston in June!  We will 
provide the wrapping paper, 
bows and tags (but feel free to 
bring your own if you have 

special paper!).  We also hope to have some goodies for 
donations also! 

For others who are not able to make the breakfast we will 
have a wrapping session during coffee hour on December 
11th as well.  If you would like us to drop off a couple of 
Elves to your house for an hour or two for wrapping, please 
see Penny Grant or email her at psgjmax@yahoo.com to set 
that up.  There are limited spaces available for this service! 

 
 

We will be sending the new Church Directory to the 

printer next week.  If you did not have a photo in the 

2014 directory or would like us to include an updated 

photo of you/your family, please email one to the 

church office by Monday, December 5th. 

 

 

 Have any tools lying around that you are not using?  
We want to put together a small toolkit for the Parish 
House and are looking for the following items: 

Tool box or bag  Needle nose pliers 
Measuring tape  Channel lock pliers 
Hammer  Cutting pliers 
Adjustable wrench Flashlight 
Set of screw drivers (flat head and phillips head) or All 
in one tool 

All tools should be in good condition and of good 
quality. Contact Andy Seaton if you have a donation. 
 



  
  Looking for news regarding specific denominations? 

Check these websites… 
www.neumc.org | www.vtcucc.org | www.abcvnh.org 

 
Distributing the monthly newsletter by email saves the 
church a considerable amount of money in postage 
expenses.  If you currently receive a mailed hard copy of 
the church newsletter, please consider contacting the 
church office with an updated email address to which 
future issues can be sent.  Thank you! 
 

 

December 2016 

December 4th 

Greeters: Kieran & Kristi Kilbride 

Ushers: Sandy Milbank & Tim Riggs 

Reader: Mary Eddy Stewart 

Advent Wreath: Sayre family 

 

December 11th 

Greeter: Deanna Utter 

Ushers: Laurie Danforth & Mary Eddy Stewart 

Reader: Youth 

Advent Wreath: Main family 

 

December 18th 

Greeters: Sandy & Reggie Robinson 

Ushers: Barbara & Bob Forauer 

Reader: Laurie Danforth 

Advent Wreath: Achinda family 

 

December 25th 

Greeter: TBD 

Usher: Kate Schubart 

Reader: Mary Hong 

 

 

December Coffee Hour Hosts –  

Mary Eddy Stewart & Sharonlee Trefry – Co-

Chairs; Sue Barden, Lia Cravedi, Sheri Hanlon, 

Phil Pouech, Yvonne Whitaker 

 

Thank you for your service! 

                                         
 

 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

04 Doug Olufsen 

04 Donald Rahelich 

05 Danielle Pezzimenti 

09 Don & Jan Rahelich 

12 Doug Mead 

14 Kerri Brien 

14 Mary Thompson 

15 Henry White 

17 Kathy Newton 

17 Rev. Jared & Leah Hamilton 

18 Erle Mead 

18 Lily Mead 

21 David Haire 

22 Faida Achinda 

26 David Palmer 

27 David Danforth 

27 Chip Foutz 

28 Anna Nyassa 

29 Dianne & Gene Hall 

30 Nathan Brown 

30 MacKenna Riggs 

 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed, 

please call the Church Office so we may include you! 

 

 

 

http://www.vtcucc.org/


 


