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Pastor:  Rev. Jared Hamilton 

Pastor’s Email:  revjared@gmavt.net 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9am – 12pm    

Office Contacts:  482-3352 / unitedchurch@gmavt.net / www.ucofh.org 

 

Please help keep our records current by contacting the UCH Office with changes to your e-mail or mailing address. Thank you! 

 

Pastor’s Message: 

June’s Summer Trip for Justice 

“So let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

       - Amos 5:24 English Standard Version 

“Between friends, there is no need for justice.”  

       - Aristotle 384-322 BCE 

In June, 14 young people and 4 adults traveled to Boston, Massachusetts to explore issues of animal, environmental and 

social justice. The group spent a week with area not-for-profit organizations that work in the fields of ability/disability, 

immigration and advocacy, foreign policy and peace, animal protection, LGBTQ youth support and protection and 

environmental conservation.  

Justice is a difficult topic. The concept is often politicized, and politics are especially polarized these days. For this 

reason, some choose to avoid talking about justice matters. Justice issues also have deep religious roots, making it a 

religious matter as well. For those of us taught not to speak about religion or politics, talking about justice is anathema.  

Our sacred Scriptures talk a great deal about justice. A working definition of justice is the fair and right relationship 

between individuals and their surroundings including other people, places and all creatures. The justice described in our 

Scriptures is concerned with the rights and responsibilities of individuals and societies, but also has a special mandate to 

protect, support and care for those on the margins of society. Hebrew Scriptures, our Old Testament instructs God’s 

people to care for the orphan and widow and welcome the foreigner living in their lands. Prophets like Amos and 

Jeremiah cast judgment on God’s people for failing to care for the least of these or those deemed as different.  



On our Summer Youth Trip, we had the opportunity to explore difficult issues. We learned about service dogs that help 

disabled soldiers scarred from war. We gained new perspectives about racism, oppression, and privilege. We were asked 

to explore our own perspectives on media literacy and the United States’ role in the wider world. We confronted animal 

rights issues at a no kill shelter that rescues animals from kill shelters in other parts of the country. And we formed 

relationships with passionate students and adults that care deeply about how we live and work together as a community 

of human beings in this world.  

I believe that Justice – how we live in relation to one another, to our environment and to our fellow creatures – is the 

defining issue of our day. It affects everything from our conversations at the drug store to what organizations or 

candidates we support in elections. Justice asks us to live an examined life – to explore our own perspectives, to assess 

how we treat others and to gauge those often unexamined prejudices that affect our decision making. It’s difficult, 

sometimes deeply unsettling, but truly fruitful work. 

This is a very serious issue but a life-giving one. While learning about justice, we played with Great Dane puppies, ate 

really, really well and kayaked the Ipswich River. We went to a musical and played with kittens. We toured Boston with 

life-affirming people and even called our State representatives. We made friends with people who are more like us than 

different. Serious work can be fun and silly, adventurous and wonderful.  

I cannot say enough good things about the character of the young people who went on this trip. They treated each other 

with respect, worked well with adult sponsors and engaged in critical discussion and volunteer work. I also deeply 

appreciate the adults that led the trip. Penny Grant, Rachel Robertson, Lisa Wheater and “player coach” Marc Wheater 

engaged in conversation, participated in the work and helped to keep all of us focused and safe. 

Of course, this trip is not possible without the support of the church and the wider community. Thank you to everyone 

that had a hand in making this trip possible.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Jared 

  

 
 
  

Membership Care Committee News 

 

Membership Care Committee:   Dianne Hall (Chair); Jamie Cudney, Grace Farley, Bonnie Farrow, Laurie 
Danforth, Barbara Lyman, Anne Carter Mahaffey, Joyce Menning, Judy Parker, Heather Roberts, Mary Eddy Stewart, 
Sandy White 

The past month has been bittersweet for our congregation. 
 
On Sunday, June 25th, we said farewell to Dick and Nancy Bell, who recently moved to Montpelier. They were 
presented with a painting of the church done by a local artist during the church service.  Many in the 
congregation shared stories and expressed how blessed we've been to know the Bells and have them in our church 
family for so long and wished them well as they move on to this new chapter in their lives.  Dick and Nancy have served 
in many positions on various church committees and have meant so much to so many over the years.  They will be 
greatly missed. 
 
On Sunday, June 4th, we welcomed new members to our fold!  Sherrie Simmons, Evan Petrie and Grace and Jaime Ciffo 
became official members of the congregation.  In a time when many churches are declining in membership, our little 
church is growing!!  We have much to be grateful for.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Spiritual Formation Committee News 

 

Spiritual Formation Committee:   Sue Barden, Anne Carter Mahaffey, Danielle Pezzimenti, Rev. A. Wayne 
Schwab and David Sterrett 

Practicing God-talk will meet during coffee hour on Sunday, July 30th to discuss “How the British developed a taste 

for religion in politics” by Catherine Pepinster from Religion News Service (June 2017). Nick Spencer, director of the 

religion think tank Theos, comments: “Society is much more pluralistic today. . . For many people now the default 

is not religion. So when we have a believing politician, many people don’t know what having faith is, so they are 

fascinated by it.” A related biblical theme: “This new teaching sounds rather strange to us , so we would like to 

know more what it means (Acts 17:19-20 about Paul’s preaching in Athens). Read the article online at 

http://bit.ly/2ugFDSW. Copies will also be available on the back table in the sanctuary as you leave on July 23rd and 

July 30th. 

Finance Committee News 

 

Finance Committee:   Yvonne Whitaker (Treasurer), Sandy Milbank (Financial Secretary), JP Hong, Phil Pouech, 
Keith Roberts, Mary Eddy Stewart 

Financial Update 

Our 2017 budget includes an offering goal of $107,000.  It is important that we achieve our goal in order to 
cover our expenses this year.  The progress bar below will be published monthly to show how we are doing.  
If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Plate offering received as of May 31, 2017 ($43,407   41% of offering budget) 
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In thousands 

Yvonne Whitaker, Treasurer 

 

Planned Giving 

If you would like to help to ensure that the United Church of Hinesburg continues to thrive for generations 

to come, consider making the United Church of Hinesburg a beneficiary in your will or living trust.  Another 

option to consider would be the gift of an appreciated stock instead of cash.  This option of donating 

shares of stock can have tax benefits for you and allow a larger contribution to our church.  If you have 

questions about gifting stock, contact your accountant or contact Damon Kinzie, our Morgan Stanley 

financial advisor (658-2424).  All calls and conversations with Damon will be strictly confidential. 

 

http://bit.ly/2ugFDSW


 
  

We had a fantastic Children’s Sunday service and church-wide picnic on June 4th to celebrate the end of 

our program year.  Our children and youth performed various roles during the service: greeter, reader, 

usher, performing the offertory, leading prayers.  As always, we were so impressed with the gifts of each of 

our children and youth and appreciate their willingness to share them with our congregation. 

During the service, we recognized Sunday School and youth program leaders for their dedication to our 

young people.  We truly could not do it without them!  In addition to Pastor Jared, we’d like to thank: 

Music program – Leah Hamilton, Kendall Blanck 

Classroom leaders – Eileen Ashe, Dianne Hall, Mary Hong, Melissa Loretan, Theron Main, Keith Roberts, 

Howdy Russell, Amy Sayre, Deanna Utter 

Parent helpers – Sarita Baker, Jamie Cudney, Anna Main, Amanda Seeholzer, Mary Thompson, Erin 

Walker 

Youth trip chaperones – Penny Grant, Rachel Robertson, Lisa Wheater 

Youth trip parents 

Other CE Committee members – Sharonlee Trefry & Renate Parke 

AV assistance for performances – Doug Olufsen 

There were many highlights this year but some success that should be celebrated are:  

 We had nearly 60 children and youth regularly participating in our programs during 2016-2017 

 The Communion Education & Christian Faith and Practices classes for youth lead by Pastor Jared 

 The youth service trip to Boston 

 Friday night movie and game nights and a very successful youth outing to Get Air 

 Yoga with Ashley Williams-Wenschhof 

 Mission projects (making soup mix and granola for a local homeless shelter, assembling Christmas 

baskets for local families, assembling Easter baskets for the church “sunshine list”, hosting the 

March community meal to benefit the youth trip) 

 The music program including youth singing with the choir and the younger children singing for 

Thanksgiving and Easter 

 The Christmas Pageant featuring a Christmas store window display and that prompts a discussion 

about the true meaning of Christmas.  

This summer our committee will be meeting to make plans for our program next year.  We have created a 

survey for parents to provide feedback about their family’s experience with our 2016-2017 Sunday 

School and youth program.  This feedback is a critical part of our decision-making process and we 

welcome your input as we evaluate our current curriculum and activities and consider new ideas to 

engage our children and youth.  Please respond by Friday, July 14th.  The survey can be found at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6SKKQBZ.   

 

 Christian Education Committee:   Eileen Ashe, Chair; Heather Roberts, CE Coordinator; Leah Hamilton, Mary 
Hong, Theron Main, Renate Parke, Howdy Russell and Sharonlee Trefry 

Christian Education Committee News 

 



 
 
 

  

Youth Service Trip to Boston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 



Worship in the Home – July 2017 

These prayers can be used as a resource throughout the month for private reflection. 

Opening Prayer      

May the meditations of my heart and the words of my 

lips be pleasing to the Lord. Amen.  

Scripture Reading          Isaiah 35.1-7 (Message) 

The Wilderness and desert will sing joyously, 

    the badlands will celebrate and flower— 

Like the crocus in spring, bursting into blossom, 

    a symphony of song and color. 

Mountain glories of Lebanon—a gift. 

    Awesome Carmel, stunning Sharon—gifts. 

God’s resplendent glory, fully on display. 

    God awesome, God majestic. 

Energize the limp hands, 

    strengthen the rubbery knees. 

Tell fearful souls, 

    “Courage! Take heart! 

God is here, right here, 

    to put all things right 

And redress all wrongs. 

    God is on the way! God will save you!” 

Blind eyes will be opened, 

    deaf ears unstopped, 

Lame men and women will leap like deer, 

    the voiceless break into song. 

Springs of water will burst out in the wilderness, 

    streams flow in the desert. 

Hot sands will become a cool oasis, 

    thirsty ground a splashing fountain. 

Even lowly jackals will have water to drink, 

    and barren grasslands flourish richly. 

Prayer for the Month  

Loving God, in the warmth of summer comfort my soul in 

quiet and re-creation. Warm my spirit to receive your 

goodness and keep me from being too busy to see you. 

Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father (Mother/Creator/God) who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Scripture Reading   Revelation 21.1-4  

I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and 

the first earth had disappeared, and so had the sea. Then 

I saw New Jerusalem, that holy city, coming down from 

God in heaven. It was like a bride dressed in her wedding 

gown and ready to meet her husband. 
 I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: 

God’s home is now with God people. God will live with 

them, and they will be God’s own. Yes, God will be at 

home among all people. God will wipe all tears from their 

eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, 

or pain. These things of the past are gone forever. 

Question to Consider 

Isaiah 35.1-7 talks about the healing of the land and its 

people. What are ways God calls us to be instruments of 

healing for the land? How has God called us to be agents 

in healing one another? Ourselves?  

Silence and Personal Prayers 

Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console, 

To be understood as to understand, 

To be loved as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

It is in dying to self that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

 A Prayer for Mealtime  

Bless this food we are about to eat 

and the ways that it arrived on our plate.  

Blessed the land that grew it,  

and the hands that prepared it. Amen.  



 

July 2017 Happenings at UCH 
{All meetings/events are held in Osborne Parish House unless otherwise noted.}  

2nd Monday   8:00am-3:00pm WIC 
Monday nights   5:00pm-9:30pm Parish House reserved by private group 
Wednesday afternoons 2:15pm-6:15pm TKD Kicks taekwondo 
Most Wednesday nights 6:30pm-9:00pm Boy Scouts 
Most Fridays   9:00am-1:00pm Hinesburg Senior Meal site 
Sunday afternoons  2:00pm-5:00pm Tiger Monkey Dragon theater/improv group 
Tuesday, July 4th      Office closed in observance of Independence Day 
Wednesday, July 5th      12:30pm-2:00pm Knitting/Crocheting group 
Saturday, July 8th    4:00pm-7:00pm Achinda farewell party 
Sunday, July 9th    11:15am  Church Council meeting 
Wednesday, July 19th    12:30pm-2:00pm Knitting/Crocheting group 
Monday, July 24th         August newsletter deadline 
Friday, July 28th    5:30pm-7:00pm Open Table Diner free community meal 
Sunday, July 30th      11:15am  Practicing God-talk meets during coffee hour 
 
 
 

During the summer each monthly coffee hour committee takes one Sunday to provide snacks and drinks.  Please keep it 
simple & easy! 

July 2-- May Committee    Aug. 6-- January Committee 
July 9-- November Committee   Aug. 13-- December Committee 
July 16-- October Committee   Aug. 20-- March Committee 
July 23-- April Committee   Aug. 27-- February Committee 
July 30-- September Committee 

The June Committee can be called to help if needed. 

If you are not on a committee and would like to join one please let Sandy White know at sbwhite@gmavt.net 
In August the chairpersons will be asking if folks are willing to continue on the same committee, so please let them 
know. Thank you!  
 

 

 

 

We will be working on 

a recycled art project 

during the Small 

Wonders Nature Camp 

in early August. We 

need plastic lids and 

caps of all sizes and 

colors to incorporate 

into our design.  Please 

save these items and 

drop them off in the 

Parish Hall on Sundays 

or during office 

hours.  If you have any 

questions, please 

contact Heather in the 

church office. 



 
Looking for news regarding specific denominations? 

Check these websites… 
www.neumc.org | www.vtcucc.org | www.abcvnh.org 

 
Distributing the monthly newsletter by email saves the church a considerable amount of 
money in postage expenses.  If you currently receive a mailed hard copy of the church 
newsletter, please consider contacting the church office with an updated email address to 
which future issues can be sent.  Thank you! 

July 2017 

July 2nd 

Greeter: Paul Emmons 

Ushers: Sandy White & Sandy Milbank 

Reader: Yvonne Whitaker 

 

July 9th 

Greeter: Anne Castle 

Ushers: Anne Castle & Kate Schubart 

Reader: Renate Parke 

 

July 16th 

Greeter: TBD 

Ushers: Grace Farley & Melissa Loretan 

Reader: Dianne Hall 

 

July 23rd 

Greeter: Kristi Kilbride 

Ushers: Kristi Kilbride & Sherrie Simmons 

Reader: Barbara Herrington 

 

July 30th 

Greeter: TBD 

Ushers: TBD 

Reader: TBD 

 

July Coffee Hour Hosts — 

July 2nd – May committee 

July 9th – November committee 

July 16th – October committee 

July 23rd – April committee 

July 30th – September committee 

 

Thank you for your service! 

                                         
 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

01 Mary & JP Hong 

01  Eric Loretan 

06 Doug & Patti Mead 

07 Jeff Pratt 

09 Mary Hong 

10 John & Sally Mead 

10 David & Kathy Newton 

11 Bonnie Farrow & Larry Rice 

11 Michelle Fischer 

12 Samantha Brown 

15 Erik Simkins 

18 Barbara Herrington 

19 Magner Amsbary 

19 Christopher Walker 

20 Fiona Robertson 

23 Leah Hamilton 

23 Jessie Johnson 

27 Westley Ashe 

29 Anne & Roger Donegan 

29 Donna & Tony Pezzimenti 

30 Barbara & Bob Forauer 

30 Andy & Gail Riggs 

31 Sarita Baker 

 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed, 

please call the Church Office so we may include you! 

 

 

 

http://www.vtcucc.org/

