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Pastor:  Rev. Jared Hamilton 

Pastor’s Email:  revjared@gmavt.net 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9am – 12pm    

Office Contacts:  482-3352 / unitedchurch@gmavt.net / www.ucofh.org 

 

Please help keep our records current by contacting the UCH Office with changes to your e-mail or mailing address. Thank you! 

 

Pastor’s Message: 

The Nostalgic Church 

 

Do not remember the former things, 

    or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? Isaiah 43:18-19 

How can we honor our past and still move forward? We ask ourselves this question in a variety of venues: when 

someone we love passes away, when we move to a new community, when we change jobs or retire or when our 

churches, towns or communities undergo transformations. 

When I was little I remember taking calls on our family phone. It was located in the kitchen and had a very long, 

curling cord that could stretch for yards. If I wanted any privacy, I had to carry the curly cord like a water hose out on 

the porch and close the door. Often, I was not allowed to talk long because calls cost a certain amount of money per 

minute or one of my parents needed to use the phone (or internet, because we could only do one or the other at a 

time).   

Likely, my children will never use a corded phone. Companies have attempted to cash in on the nostalgia of corded 

phones by making old phones with cords that plug into iPhone or Android devices. And while I do not miss the old 

corded kitchen phone of my youth, I do have fond memories of a simpler time when life was not so wrapped up in 

devices and connectedness, screen time and battery life.     



The word nostalgia is a learned compound Greek word consisting of nóstos meaning “homecoming” and álgos 

meaning “pain, ache”. Nostalgia was coined in the 17th century to describe the anxieties displayed by Swiss 

mercenaries fighting away from home.     

For centuries, the word “nostalgia” carried only negative connotations. It was considered a potentially debilitating 

medical condition expressing extreme homesickness. Yet, recent studies have found that certain forms of nostalgia 

have positive effects on overall wellbeing. Some of these effects include improved mood, increased social 

connectedness, positive self-regard and even overall growth. 

 The good old days… In times of rapid change, sorrow, cynicism and the like, part of our God-given set of coping skills is 

to remember times and places where we were happy. When we’ve lost someone important, we can spend an 

afternoon recollecting good memories. When our kids or grandkids go to college, get married or have children, we can 

remember those days when they were tiny pink bundles of plump flesh and smiles. And when we are anxious about 

our safety and the state of our country, we might remember what it was like before 9/11.    

Our Christian faith has its own set of nostalgic experiences. For some, there is a longing for those times when churches 

were fuller or faith seemed simpler. We can remember our favorite pastors or meaningful programs or affinity groups. 

Perhaps we recollect an important stance our church took on a meaningful social issue or a time when our belief in 

God felt real and exhilarating.  

Writing in the Journal of Peace Psychology, researcher Derek Hook makes a distinction between restorative nostalgia 

and reflective nostalgia. Restorative nostalgia wishes to return to the past while reflective nostalgia is more critically 

aware and leads to opportunities for growth.  

I want to put my phone away more when I am with others. I do not want to reinstall a corded phone in the house. 

There are better ways to stay connected and still be present with my family.  

The Church universal cannot be restored to its past glory. The role churches could play in the 1950’s or the 1990’s is 

no longer the role churches can play in 2016. And thank God! For as the world changes, the Church is given new life, 

and new missions – continuously stretching what it means to be a beloved community, a holy community, a just 

community.  

I am thankful for where this church has been. It has served the community as an ecumenical place of worship for 

nearly 100 years. It has fed (literally and spiritually) countless people and planted the seeds of faith in young people. It 

has fellowshipped and marched, sang together and prayed together.  

I am also excited to begin this program year, with its many expectations. I look forward to spending more of my time 

with the young people of our church planning worship, having fun, teaching Communion Education, Christian Faith 

and Practices and preparing for a 2017 youth trip. I am thrilled that we have taken on a long–term visioning process, 

and have moved our reserves to socially responsible investments, “making money good,” and not only “good money.” 

I am excited that new community groups are using our space for programs and that we are daring to consider solar as 

a viable source of power for the Parish Hall. I look forward to our Special Music Sundays on the second Sunday of each 

month as we explore what is possible in worship and I am excited to try new ways of doing faith formation through 

movies, retreats and fellowship.      

This is nostalgia in action – a church that can look back reflectively on the good times and grow into the future. May 

we be mindful in perceiving what God is doing in our midst.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Jared 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Christian Education Committee News 

 

 Christian Education Committee:   Eileen Ashe, Chair; Heather Roberts, CE Coordinator; Leah Hamilton, Mary 
Hong, Theron Main, Renate Parke, Howdy Russell and Sharonlee Trefry 

We are excited to start our new program year on Sunday, September 11th.  Please join us for a Pancake 

Breakfast before church and an opportunity to register your children for our 2016-2017 Sunday School & 

Youth Programs.  If you are interested in helping with the breakfast, please sign up at:  

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0C49ADAA29AAF49-homecoming1  or contact Heather in the church office. 

Also on September 11th, the youth who participated in the YSOP service trip to New York City in June will lead 

our annual Youth in Action Service.  Come to hear how our youth are growing in faith through service.  

We are introducing a new curriculum in our Sunday School classrooms which uses a variety of activities that 

help our children to explore and engage in distinctive practices of faith such as “Giving and Receiving 

Hospitality” and “Playing and Living Joyfully”.  We will be holding a curriculum training and Caring 

Community Policies & Procedures review session for anyone interested in teaching in our Sunday School 

classrooms on Thursday, September 8th from 6:30-7:30pm.  Child care will be provided.  Please contact 

Heather in the church office for more information. 

In addition to our regular programs on Sunday mornings, Pastor Jared will be running two programs 

beginning Sunday, October 9th: 

 Communion Education Class for grades 4-7. This 6-week program will teach youth about the 

Sacrament of Communion through fast-paced play, team building, videos and art. Classes will meet 

Sunday evenings from 5:00-6:30 with dinner provided. 

 Christian Faith and Practices Class for grades 8-12. This 6-week program will explore the rituals 

and faith practices of Christianity along with its history and call to social justice. Run like our previous 

world religions classes, this fast-paced multimedia group event, can serve as confirmation class for 

those that have not been confirmed. This group will meet Sunday evenings from 6:00-7:30 with dinner 

provided. 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C49ADAA29AAF49-homecoming1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The United Church of Hinesburg seeks two Nursery Care Providers to supervise our infants, toddlers and pre-

schoolers during each Sunday morning service beginning immediately.  The position requires approximately 2 

hours each Sunday (9:30 - 11:30am) and pays $40/week per person.  References, review of our Caring 

Community Policy & Procedures and a background check are required.  Applicants must be at least 18 years of 

age.  If you are interested or know of someone who might be, please contact Ellen Dooley at 802-279-4929. 

Until we are able to hire our new caregivers, we will need volunteers to staff the nursery.  If you can help us to 

fill some gaps in coverage, visit www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0C49ADAA29AAF49-nursery to sign up or 

contact Heather in the church office. 

A calendar of activities planned for this program year will be distributed at the Homecoming Sunday 

breakfast.  We are planning to continue many of the most popular activities from last year’s Sunday School 

program including our monthly movie or game nights, Children’s Choir, yoga with Ashley Williams-

Wenschhof, just-for-fun music, and mission projects. 

We are expanding youth opportunities and offerings and look forward to a number of events planned for 

our young people this fall: 

·      Service projects 

·      Field trips 

We hope your children and youth will join us! 

 

·      Movie nights 

·      Planning and preparing for our 2017 youth trip  

 

September is Hunger Action Month 

The United Church of Hinesburg has worked to alleviate hunger in 

Vermont of decades. From housing the Hinesburg food shelf and hosting 

meal sites to raising money for hunger relief and the Vermont Foodbank 

(over $9,000 raised at UCH for food relief so far in 2016), this is our core 

mission.  

September is National Hunger Action month – a time to take action in the fight against hunger. Locally, the 

Vermont Foodbank serves 153,000 Vermonters – that’s 1 in 4 of our neighbors. Many of those served are 

children that are returning to school.  

What can we do? We will be regularly posting Hunger Action material on the church Facebook page. We will 

also run a food drive in the month of September. Bring nonperishable food items to church or drop food off 

in the Parish Hall during the week. Boxes will be placed at the back of the Sanctuary and in the Parish Hall. We 

are looking especially to gather healthy and nutritious snacks that kids could take to school (no nuts, no 

peanut butter, please). Visit www.vtfoodbank.org for more ideas.  

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C49ADAA29AAF49-nursery
http://www.vtfoodbank.org/


 

 

  

 Finance Committee:   Yvonne Whitaker, Treasurer; Andy Seaton, Financial Secretary; JP Hong, Phil Pouech and 
Mary Eddy Stewart 

Planned Giving 

If you would like to help to ensure that the United Church of Hinesburg continues to thrive for generations to 

come, consider making the United Church of Hinesburg a beneficiary in your will or living trust.  Another 

option to consider would be the gift of an appreciated stock instead of cash.  This option of donating shares of 

stock can have tax benefits for you and allow a larger contribution to our church.  If you have questions about 

gifting stock, contact your accountant or contact Damon Kinzie, our Morgan Stanley financial advisor (658-

2424).  All calls and conversations with Damon will be strictly confidential. 

 

Finance Committee News 

 

Financial Update 

Our 2016 budget includes an offering goal of $101,000.  It is important that we achieve it in order to cover 
our expenses this year.  We continue to stay on track, which is good news.  The progress bar below will be 
published monthly to show how we are doing.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Plate offering received as of July 31, 2016 ($58,539   58% of offering budget) 

  $101,000 

0                 10                 20                30                 40                50                 60                 70                 80                90                100 

In thousands 

Church Investment Update 

One of the action steps for our church’s 2016 “Engage the Wider World” goal is “Ensure investment 

strategies are socially responsible”.  None of our current fund investments meet socially responsible criteria.  

I am very pleased to report that at the August meeting the Church Council approved the Finance Committee 

recommendation to move the church’s investments to holdings that are screened and monitored for social 

responsibility.  Based on prior year performance we expect the long-term value of our investments to 

increase but our dividends, which we use for church expenses and outreach, will dip slightly.  Damon Kinzie, 

our financial advisor at Morgan Stanley, will manage our funds with the goal of increasing the dividends. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Yvonne Whitaker, Council Chair and Treasurer 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation Committee Roster 2016-2017 
United Church Hinesburg 

 
September                                         February 
Chair:  Mabel Young 876-7699   Co-Chairs:  Anne Donegan 482-2017 
                           Jean Isham 482-2450 
Renate Parke  Melanie Devoid Bishop Karen Farnsworth Inez French 
Anne Castle  Martha Severance  Ruth Thompson 
  
October                             March 
Co-Chairs:  Grace Farley 658-2927   Chair:  Cathy Foutz 489-5343 
                     Melissa Loretan 453-4951 
Marilyn Utter  Deanna Utter   Ellen Dooley  Marie Eddy 
Penny Grant  Barb Lyman   Sara Thompson Eileen Ashe 
Sandy White      Mary Hong  Joyce Menning 
 
November      April 
Co-Chairs:  Sandy Robinson 482-2520  Chair:  Sally Mead 482-3198 
        Sandy Milbank 324-4017 
Beth Sengle  Andy Seaton   Erin Walker  Rhonda Ploof 
Amy Sayre  Marianne Brunetto  Anne Carter Zadig  Alice Cobb 
Kristi Johnson      Michelle Fischer 
 
December      May 
Co-Chairs:  Mary Eddy Stewart 482-2965  Chair:  Laurie Danforth 482-2822 
                    Sharonlee Trefry 482-2690 
Sue Barden  Yvonne Whitaker  Anna Main  Sarita Baker 
Lia Cravedi  Sheri Hanlon   Lana Ouimet  Judy Parker 
Phil Pouech      Nancy Bell 
 
January      June 
Co-Chairs:  Heather Roberts 482-2081  Co-Chairs:  Dianne Hall 453-8499 
        Jen Lian 482-5729            Bonnie Farrow-Rice 881-9678 
Barb & Bob Forauer Betsy Patrick   Cynthia Dunshee Barb Herrington 
Kathy & Tim Riggs Jamie Cudney   Kristi & Kieran Kilbride 
 
July and August weeks will be chosen by these committees in the Spring.   
 

Thank you all! 
 

Below is the list of folks who have agreed to serve on monthly coffee hour 
committees.  If you are not on the list but would like to serve, there are a number 
of committees that need help.  Also if you would like to be on a list of those willing 
to provide food and or work extra Sundays, please contact Sandy White at 
sbwhite@gmavt.net or 482-2629.  Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:sbwhite@gmavt.net


 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The preliminary work list includes: 

Clean out the Vestry 

Clean Parish House kitchen 

Clean and buff Parish House kitchen floor 

Repair window behind organ that won’t open 

Repair loose boards on church entrance steps 

Fix the outside light at the exterior door on the south side of the Parish House 

Paint the shed  

Organize the plant sale items in the shed 

Paint all exterior doors on church and Parish Hall (esp. door on South side of the Parish House) 

Clean outside light on church, lights in parish hall for bugs 

Check all thermostats for correct program and battery life 

Weed walkway up to church 

Shampoo stage and nursery carpets 

Wipe all tables, toss any broken ones (I think there is at least one broken one under the stage) 

Sweep for cobwebs  

Edge the grass at the sidewalks in front of the church 

Fix the porch door at the parsonage 

Re-install the fascia by the front of the parsonage 

Take the metal roof that blew off the vestry (stored at the parsonage) to Burnett  

  

Anyone interested in helping should contact Andy Seaton at aseaton@pcconstruction.com or 482-4313. 
 

 

The Trustees are organizing a Work Day on Saturday, 

September 10th from 8am to Noon. 

 

A men's fellowship group is 

forming at the United Church of 

Hinesburg.  If you are interested in 

coming together with a group of 

men to discuss faith and have fun, 

this is a group for you.  Potential 

activities could include: 

 coffee/breakfast get-

togethers 

 hiking 

 golf 

 fishing 

 skiing 

If you are interested in this group 

please contact Dave Sterrett 

at sterreda@gmail.com or  

802-249-4754.  

mailto:aseaton@pcconstruction.com
mailto:sterreda@gmail.com


September 2016 Happenings at UCH 
{All meetings/events are held in Osborne Parish House unless otherwise noted.}  

2nd Monday   8:00am-3:00pm WIC 
Monday nights   5:00pm-9:30pm Parish House reserved by private group 
1st & 3rd Tuesday night  6:30pm-7:30pm Cub Scout meeting (Webelos 2) 
1st Tuesday night  7:30pm-8:30pm Cub Scout parents meeting 
2nd Tuesday night  6:30pm-8:00pm 4-H meeting 
Most Wednesday nights 6:30pm-9:00pm Boy Scouts 
Thursday mornings  10:00am-11:30am Hinesburg Friends of Families baby playgroup 
Most Fridays   9:00am-1:00pm Hinesburg Senior Meal site 
Sunday afternoons  2:00pm-5:00pm Tiger Monkey Dragon theater/improv group 
Thursday, September 8th 6:30pm-7:30pm Sunday School leader training (child care provided) 
Saturday, September 10th  8:00am-12:00pm Church Work Day 
Sunday, September 11th  9:00am-10:00am Homecoming Sunday breakfast & Sunday School registration 
Sunday, September 11th  10:00am  Youth in Action service 
Tuesday, September 13th 10:30am  Membership Care Committee meeting 
Sunday, September 18th  8:30am   Spiritual Formation Committee meeting 
Sunday, September 18th  11:30am  Nominating Committee meeting 
Tuesday, September 20th  1:00pm  Disciplines group meeting at Barbara Lyman’s house 
Friday, September 23rd     October newsletter deadline 
Saturday, September 24th  10:00am  Fall Festival No Strings Marionette puppet show 
Saturday, September 24th 6:00pm  Fall Festival Stone Soup Supper to benefit Hinesburg Food Shelf 
Sunday, September 25th  8:30am   Missions & Social Justice Committee meeting 
Sunday, September 25th  11:30am  Church Council meeting 
Tuesday, September 27th  1:00pm  Disciplines group meeting at Barbara Lyman’s house 
Friday, September 30th  5:30pm-7:00pm Open Table Diner community meal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Compost: The church is looking for people to take food 
scraps from the kitchen to compost at their homes or at a 
local transfer station. If you are able and willing to take 
home food scraps in biodegradable bags one week per 
month, please contact the church office.  

 

The family of the late "Johnny" Mead would like to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation for all 
your love and support during this difficult time.  We are so grateful for your prayers, cards, flowers, 
donations, phone calls, hugs and every other thoughtful deed.  
 
The United Church family has willingly and lovingly thrown arms around us and you've left marks on 
our hearts. The memorial service was truly an incredible gesture of kindness and Pastor Jared 
Hamilton's incredibly insightful eulogy captured the essence of "Johnny"/dad. The choir, under the 
dedicated direction of Rufus Patrick and the choral selection sung by Betsy and Amy Patrick was a 
moving highlight for guests and family.  In addition, kudos to the many who generously prepared and 
served food at the reception following the service. 
 
The kindness of this community never ceases to amaze and we will always remember the 
outpouring of love we received. You've been special friends; bringing cheer on difficult days and 
lifting us up in prayer and fellowship and we are eternally grateful. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Mead family 
 

 



 
 
  Looking for news regarding specific denominations? 

Check these websites… 
www.neumc.org | www.vtcucc.org | www.abcvnh.org 

 
 
Distributing the monthly newsletter by email saves the 
church a considerable amount of money in postage 
expenses.  If you currently receive a mailed hard copy of 
the church newsletter, please consider contacting the 
church office with an updated email address to which 
future issues can be sent.  Thank you! 
 

September 2016 

September 4th 

Greeter: Paul Emmons 

Ushers: David & Marie Eddy 

Reader: Mary Eddy Stewart 

 

September 11th 

Greeters: Youth 

Ushers: Youth 

Reader: Youth 

 

September 18th 

Greeter: TBD 

Ushers: Sandy Milbank & Kate Schubart 

Reader: Judy Parker 

 

September 25th 

Greeter: Rhonda Ploof & Alice Cobb 

Ushers: TBD 

Reader: Karen Farnsworth 

 

 

September Coffee Hour Hosts –  

Mabel Young, Chair; Melanie Bishop, Anne 

Castle, Renate Parke, Martha Severance 

 

Thank you for your service! 

                                         
 

 

 

 

September Birthdays & Anniversaries 

01 Samantha Garey 

02  Michelle & Steve Fischer 

02 Kate Schubart 

03 Gerald & Lana Ouimet 

03 Tom Lyman 

03 Arthur Thompson 

04 Douglas & Betty Lantman 

06 John (J.P.) Hong 

07 Jacob Lepple 

07 Jan Rahelich 

08 Brian & Sheri Hanlon 

08 Holly Russell 

08 Matt Sayre 

09 Karen Lee 

09 David & Sharlene Palmer 

10 Inez French 

10 George Munson 

11 Grace Farley 

12 Peter Mead 

12 Bruce & Judy Parker 

12 Matt Titus 

13 Roderick Isham 

14 Sean Garey 

16 Sue Barden 

16 Cathy Foutz 

16 Casey & Penny Grant 

19 John Lyman 

19 Katie Parker 

19 Abigail Trutor Mead 

20 Richard & Kay Hildebrand 

20 Shannon & Karen Lee 

22 Bruce Parker 

23 George & Linda Palmer 

23 Tessa Sayre 

24 George Palmer 

24 Heather Roberts 

25 Katie Dooley 

25  Cindy Dunshee 

25 Kristi Johnson 

28 Alice Cobb 

28 John & Cindy Dunshee 

28 Tom Roberts 

29 John Dunshee 

29 Kate & Bill Schubart 

29 Brian Simkins 

30 Amy Elkins 

 

 

http://www.vtcucc.org/

