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Minutes of the United Church of Hinesburg 2015 Annual Membership Meeting 

February 14, 2016 

Call to Order and Welcome      Yvonne Whitaker, Council Chair 

 Welcome by Yvonne 

o Thanks to coffee hour group for delicious lunch 

o Thanks to Doug for AV set up 

 Called meeting at 11:15 

 Reviewed agenda 

Opening Prayer       Rev. Jared Hamilton  

Election of Recording Secretary 

 Motion to elect Phil Pouech as recording secretary moved and seconded – Passed unanimously. 

Approve February 8, 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes 

 Motion to approve the minutes and seconded. Passed unanimously. 

Receive Reports for 2015 

 2015 Goals with the focus of Engagement.  We had identified 4 areas to engage in 2015.  Jared went 

through some of the details of how we accomplished some goals and those that did not get done and will 

be considered for 2016.  

 Treasurer – Yvonne 

o Yvonne reviewed the 2015 report. 

o The report shows a summary, the restricted funds, investment fund summary and a specific breakdown 

by month. 

o Thanked Barbara Herrington for her detailed plan and audit of the church books.  We have an audit 

report and will consider her suggestions and recommendations to improve the process.  Yvonne read 

the audit summary which generally said our finances are in good control.  

o Phil gave a summary of Trustee accounts – what the Trustees do and what they are responsible for.  

Primary responsibilities include insurance, property tax and capital building improvements.   

 Ministry Teams and Committees – Reference written reports 

o Jared noted that these reports show it has been an incredible year showing growth all around.  He 

talked on some highlights i.e. fun run of $6500, the nature camp this summer, music Sundays, world 

religions class.  “We are growing and it tells us we are on the right track.” 

 

Goals for 2016 

 Pastor Jared Hamilton read the summary of our church history and where we are today.  The focus 

continues to be engaging along with a look ahead for our upcoming 100-year anniversary in 2019. 
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 Engaging includes 

o Congregation 

o Community 

o Wider World 

o Future 

o Our Resources 

 We really want to hear from the congregation to see what everyone needs and what they hope for. 

 Jared reviewed some of the details on goals for each of the committees.  Jared reviewed the role of the 

Women’s Union and then the Auxiliary.  We believe some of the Auxiliary is redundant of some established 

committee goals.   We will review this closely in 2016 and quite possible move some of the Auxiliary 

functions into other council committees. 

o Jared discussed the pew attendance red books and how they are used 

o Reviewing the Vestry “building” is a good item for 2016 

o Create a social justice calendar; coordinate with other local groups to provide opportunities for those 

who wish to volunteer. 

o Planning a youth trip to NYC (YSOP – Youth Services Opportunities Project) with a focus on food 

security, urban farming and food deserts 

o Review socially responsible investments 

o Long-term planning such as ADA accessibility, energy audit and solar energy possibilities 

o Look at long-term sustainability -  Explore other ways to raise money without asking our members to 

“just give more money” 

Vote on 2016 Goals 

 Moved to accept the 2016 Goals.  Motion seconded and voted.  Passed unanimously. 

Budget for 2016 - Yvonne reviewed the proposed budget report.   

 Expenses for music have gone up (Music Sundays).  We are blessed that we have a gift of the Music Fund.  

Unfortunately, we realize we will dip into this Music Fund principal to keep this important activity moving 

forward.   

 Fundraisers were reviewed. 

 Other income expected – We will dip into other funds such as the Roberts Trust.  May need to dip into 

other funds too.  Hopefully our fundraising will be better than our budgeted amount.   

 The Council felt we are in a growth period so dipping into these funds is considered an investment.  

Obviously it is not sustainable forever. 

 Discussed salaries and the value of our staff. 

 Program items include committee expenses such as sheet music. 

 Discussed church operations and finally dues and Mission shares. 

 Maintenance includes cleaning, plowing, trash removal, etc. 

 The Council feels the budget is realistic and “not over the top”. 

 Questions on Pastor Benefits – this year seems low?  Why was 2015 lower?  Yvonne explained that it is 

really a timing issue of when those items were paid.   
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 Motion to approve 2016 budget was moved and seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Elect Lay Leadership for 2016 – Rev. Jared 

 Looked at the Lay leadership slate 

 Yvonne honored those who have served in the last year.  This included Nicole Utter, Sandy Robinson, Eileen 

Ashe, Nancy Bell, Elizabeth Sabens, Katie Dooley, Wayne Schwab, Amy Elkins, Dick Bell, Emma Mead and 

Ellen Phelps.   

 Jared gave a review of the overall nominations and positions.  He reviewed who is on the Nominating 

Committee and how they work on this important process. 

 The Spiritual Formation Committee will take the first part of 2016 and ask “what do the members actually 

want to see”.  This is a great start for the committee. 

 Stewardship Committee is all new folks and we expect to see some changes in our Stewardship activities. 

 We could take additional nominations from the floor.   

 Unfortunately, Alex Jump will need to move off of the Stewardship Committee. 

 Made a motion to elect everyone in one fell swoop.  Motion made and seconded to elect all those indicated 

individuals.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 We specifically thanked Yvonne for her steady leadership.  We noted that Yvonne would step down after 

2016.  Yvonne said it is important to get new leadership and to refresh the organization. 

Other Business 

 Jean Isham noted that we have great things happening in this church.  We should publish about our church 

more.  She is available to help.   

 It was noted that we do have a Facebook presence.    

 

Adjourn 

 Motion to adjourn at 12:30 – seconded and passed unanimously 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phil Pouech – Secretary 
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Report of the Pastor 

“After nourishment, shelter and companionship, stories are the thing we need most in the world.” 

- Philip Pullman 

At the annual meeting in 2015, we set goals to “engage” the wider community to be a better resource to those around 

us. As a result we’ve grown over the last two years. Our Sunday morning services have grown by 22 percent. We 

engaged over 100 children and youth in 2016 alone with a variety of programs. We increased the number of regular 

users of our buildings by 33 percent and doubled the overall use of the Parish Hall. Our offering has grown by 10 

percent, rental income has doubled and other revenue increased across the board. We have given more to charities that 

work in our communities thanks to the increased returns of programs like the Hearts for Hunger 5K, the sleeping bag 

drive and monthly community meals. This is how we tried to live into the mission of the United Church of Hinesburg, “To 

build the beloved community, the Body of Christ, for God’s mission of love and justice.” 

But numbers only tell half the story. In 2016, we installed solar panels as a witness to our desire to be good stewards of 

the earth. We moved our investments into a Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) portfolio, acknowledging that it is just 

as important to “make money good” as it is to “make good money.” We supported an innovative worship and music 

program that welcomed local artists, polka bands and ecumenical partners from St. Jude’s Catholic Church because 

worship can be fun and meaningful in many different formats. We invited the No Strings Marionette Company to offer a 

free Christmas show to the public because the community has been good to us. And we took 10 young people to New 

York City to explore urban poverty because learning experiences like these are foundational to faith development.  

The goals set forth in the “Engage 2015 and 2016” documents helped to guide our work along the way. They provided 

the framework for our story – a story about growth and giving, worship and social justice, fun runs and youth trips.  

For my part, I met regularly with individuals and committees to keep our momentum going. I had the great opportunity 

to invest more time in youth programming. This is a new area of focus for our church and we now have an active and 

involved youth group. I planned worship with our resourceful and energetic music director Rufus Patrick. I worked 

closely with our thoughtful and dedicated administrator and CE director Heather Roberts to grow new programs and 

create new efficiencies in the office. My job is not possible without Rufus and Heather.    

Our community had its share of joys and sorrows in 2016. It was my great fortune to wed Danielle Pezzimenti and David 

Sterrett, Cole Cummings and Taylor Danforth, Jamie Lowell and Brian Dunkling and Gaby Johansen and Matthew Clow. 

We celebrated the baptisms of Colin Natkin and Marilyn Billings and received Amy Patrick, Danielle Pezzimenti, Donna 

Pezzimenti, David Sterrett, Mary Thompson and Ruth Thompson into the church as new members. With great sadness 

we also lost vital long-time members of the church in Johnny Mead, Frankie Birdsall, Polly Quinn and Earla Sue McNaull. 

These events in our lives together served as reminders of our strength and resiliency. When many of us felt confused 

and lost after November’s election, we were able to come together as a diverse but loving community to share hope, 

prayers and wisdom during a very special worship service.    

Personally, I want to thank the church for the care and support my family and I have received over the last year. This is a 

generous and hospitable community of faith and we are thankful to be a part of it. As we begin 2017 with new goals and 

challenges ahead of us, I am confident that we will continue to faithfully search out the story God is telling through us at 

the United Church of Hinesburg.  

Blessings,  

Reverend Jared M. Hamilton, Pastor 
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United Church of Hinesburg Ministry Teams and Committees 

Christian Education 

Lead, plan and share faith with children through our Sunday School program. 

Finance 

Oversee budget. 

Membership Care 

Reach out to members at times of particular need; new member orientation; maintain membership rolls. 

Missions & Social Justice 

Plan and implement projects to relieve human needs, locally and beyond. 

Nominating 

Recruit leaders and members for all church roles and committees. 

Spiritual Formation 

Develop small groups and activities for spiritual growth. 

Staff-Parish Relations 

Foster relations between the congregation and the pastor and staff members; perform annual performance 

evaluations; recruit temporary staff as needed. 

Stewardship 

Develop year-round stewardship activities. 

Trustees 

Oversee church buildings and properties. 

Worship 

Coordinate worship with the pastor; consider and implement new forms of worship and special services; enlist 

worship service participants; oversee music programs. 

 

Christian Education 

VISION:   Our Christian Education committee provides leadership, creative energy, spiritual direction and guidance 

while promoting congregational unity and involvement in teaching and supporting our children and youth in their 

journey of faith.  

 Looking back over the past year, we can celebrate many successes.   Over 50 children and youth are currently 

active in our Sunday school, youth and nursery programs.   We continue to explore new ways to engage our 

children in ways that grow their faith in our congregation, our local community, and beyond; new families continue 

to join us in worship on Sunday mornings to participate in our vibrant Sunday school and youth programs.   Some 

of the highlights of this past year are outlined below: 

 A new Faith Practices curriculum was introduced in our 2 Sunday school classrooms last Fall. The children 

and teachers have really enjoyed the experiential and hands-on lessons and activities. 
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 Pastor Jared, Penny Grant and Kristi Kilbride accompanied 10 older youth on an exciting mission trip to NYC 

to serve in food shelves, soup kitchens and other programs created to assist people experiencing hunger or 

food insecurity.  This 6-day trip was a very “eye-opening, fun and unifying experience” and they are 

planning for and looking forward to a trip to Boston in June 2017. 

 We continue to offer Friday night monthly social events for younger children.  Examples include:  movie 

night, game night, and a go-cart outing. 

 Many of our Sunday School children and youth participated in the Missions Committee’s Fun Run in May, 

collecting pledges for the Vermont Foodbank. 

 Our older youth continue to sing with the choir on the first Sunday of the month. 

 Childrens’ yoga during Sunday school is offered several times during the year. 

 Our children assembled beautiful Easter baskets which were delivered to homebound church members; 

they also potted flowers for Mother’s Day and helped assemble the Missions Committee’s holiday food 

baskets. 

 The Sunday School children and youth preformed a well-received Christmas Pageant entitled “A Christmas 

Store Window” about the true meaning of Christmas. 

 Pastor Jared led two 5-week, Sunday evening programs for our older youth.  A World Religions Program for 

grades 8 and above was offered in the winter and, by popular demand, the group reconvened for a 

Christian Faith and Practices class in the Fall.  This was a great opportunity for all to join together for dinner 

followed by a time to explore various faiths. 

 Pastor Jared led a 5-week, Sunday evening Communion Education class for children in grades 4-7 followed 

by dinner.  The children shared their faith banners during a communion Sunday worship service. 

 Leah Hamilton directed our children’s music program and joined the Christian Education committee. The 

Children’s Choir performed on Palm Sunday, Mother’s Day (with special guest Chris Dorman) and again 

before Thanksgiving. 

 We hired 2 nursery care providers, Kristina Wright and Emily Pentkowski, to provide a consistent presence 

on Sunday mornings. 

Respectfully submitted by Eileen Ashe on behalf of the Christian Education Committee (Eileen Ashe, Chair; Heather 

Roberts, Christian Education Coordinator; Leah Hamilton, Mary Hong, Theron Main, Renate Parke, Howdy Russell 

and Sharonlee Trefry) 

Finance 

The Finance Committee is charged with assessing the financial needs of the church, developing a budget, and 

monitoring the budget throughout the year.  The committee reviews the monthly Treasurer’s Report prior to 

presentation to Church Council and meets quarterly to assess the church finances.   

The Finance Committee met with Damon Kinzie, the church’s Financial Advisor at Morgan Stanley, to investigate 

socially responsible investment options, a 2016 goal.  The outcome from those meetings was a Finance Committee 

recommendation to the Church Council to move the church’s General Fund, Roberts Trust Fund, Music Fund, and 

Outreach Fund accounts to holdings that are screened and monitored for social responsibility.  The 

recommendation was accepted and in September our investments were transitioned.  The Committee will monitor 

the investments for dividend yield and value. 
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The Finance Committee is also responsible for facilitating an annual audit of church accounts.  Barbara Herrington 

will perform the 2016 audit; we greatly appreciate her taking on this responsibility again this year. 

Yvonne Whitaker for the Finance Committee (JP Hong, Phil Pouech, Andy Seaton, Mary Eddy Stewart and Yvonne 

Whitaker) 

Membership Care 

We continue to be a thriving and growing church community as you can all see by the full pews on Sunday 

morning!!  We averaged 81 people in our worship services each week during 2016 (88 on Sundays during the 

program year).  Pastor Jared officiated at 4 weddings this past year, there were two baptisms and six new members 

joined the church in October.  Dinner at the Public House in conjunction with New Member Sunday looks like it 

might become an annual event!   We continue to grow in numbers as a church and in spirit as a blessed 

community. 

We are in a process of change within our committee.  The United Church Auxiliary has disbanded and Membership 

Care will be absorbing some of their responsibilities.  Coffee Hour, funeral receptions, and the Holiday Breakfast 

will now be part of Membership because they all relate to hospitality.  The current organizers (Sandy White, Judy 

Parker and Mary Eddy Stewart) will still have responsibility for those events and will be joining the Membership 

committee.  Laurie Danforth who was President of the Auxiliary will also be joining us.  We welcome our new 

committee members and look forward to our continued goal of better serving our church members. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Your Membership Care Committee 

Missions & Social Justice 

Why focus on Hunger relief?   

The United Church of Hinesburg has a long-standing tradition of providing food support to those in our community 

who may be food insecure; the Christmas Food Basket mission dates back to 1980 and our connection with the 

Food Shelf is similarly long-standing.   It’s hard to imagine, but 2017 will represent our 5th year of sponsoring the 

Hearts for Hunger 5K/1K fun run/walk to benefit the VT Foodbank backpack program (a program which provides 

food supplies to food insecure children through the schools for weekends and school breaks).  With this mission, 

we raised $7500 in 2016 to directly support this program.  We feel that improving the nutritional well-being of our 

children is just about the best investment in time and money that we can provide! 

We also recognize other types of hunger; social isolation and the desire to grow our beloved community.  With this, 

we have offered free community meals (which we call The Open Table Diner) on the last Friday of most months 

and have made great strides in welcoming all.  Donations are taken but not expected, and sent to the Hinesburg 

Food Shelf; this year we donated $1,247.00 from these meals.  This year, 2017 will represent our 6th year of this 

community event.  We welcome any community group whether that be friends, reading groups, youth groups, etc. 

to host meals.  It is a lovely way to welcome our neighbors.   We were also able to host a meal this year in support 

of the youth mission trip to New York City and hope to offer more support to our youth in the future. 
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Our sleeping bag mission to support our homeless neighbors through Safe Harbor (a program of the Burlington 

Community Health Center) was a wonderful success this year; we were able to present 46 sleeping bags of below 

zero grade, for their patients.  The director of the CHC told us that our contribution and commitment helps support 

their mission of providing effective and accessible health care to all, regardless of economic status and life 

circumstance.  We were delighted to see people beyond our church donate to this UCH mission!   

Rag Dolls 2 love, a small Vermont based project to provide war traumatized children worldwide with a rag doll for 

comfort, received $75 from the UCH to help defray shipping costs.  All dolls are made by volunteers and shipping 

costs (which run about $2000 per year) are their only out-of-pocket expense.  We were grateful to learn of this new 

mission. 

Lastly, monies from the Outreach fund ($3,354.66) was used in support of 16 families who needed temporary 

assistance such as fuel assistance, electricity bills, etc.   

We were grateful to begin 2016 with our first missions retreat; an event to replenish energy and souls.  We hope to 

continue this annually.   

Thank you for all of your support with the missions of our church. 

Kind regards, 

The Missions and Social Justice Committee 

Spiritual Formation 

2016 Members:  

    Rev. A. Wayne Schwab, Sue Barden, David Sterrett, Danielle Pezzimenti, Ann Carter Mahaffey 

In 2016, the Spiritual Formation Committee worked to provide meaningful adult programming for parishioners and 

community members. The committee put together a series of offerings for the congregation including a Lenten 

Study Group, Practicing God-talk, and a fall retreat with Rev. Pam Lucas at The Common Ground Center in 

Starksboro.  

A large group met weekly during Lent to study the book “A World Worth Saving” by George Hovaness Donigian. 

Rev. Wayne Schwab led Practicing God-talk during the fall and early winter. During each monthly session, people 

gathered to discuss an article relating faith to everyday living. 

Rev. Wayne Schwab also provides a Daily Life App each week on a way to live in one of the daily mission fields 

based on one of Sunday’s Bible readings.  You can find these on the Learn More page of the church 

website:  http://www.ucofh.org/learn-more.html.  On the same page, you will find monthly readings - articles on 

the daily mission fields with a link to read or print them out. 

We are thankful that Rev. Pam Lucas of the Vermont Conference, United Church of Christ led us in our fall retreat 

on the topic of discernment. Fifteen community members attended this retreat, which was held at the Common 

Ground Center in Starksboro, Vermont. The retreat included worship and reflection, group activities, time to 

explore the beautiful grounds and a shared meal.   

http://www.ucofh.org/learn-more.html
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We look forward to growing as a committee and discerning ways to meet the spiritual needs of our community 

with new and varied program opportunities.   

With regards,  

Rev. Jared Hamilton and the Spiritual Formation Committee 

Staff-Parish Relations 

The purpose of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee is to foster constructive communication between the 

congregation and its pastoral and professional leadership and to implement the congregation’s responsibility for 

the well-being of the Pastor and other staff persons.  

Our parish staff meets the needs of our congregation and the wider community and promotes lifelong faith 

formation for all.  The Staff-Parish Committee encourages and supports our dedicated staff in this work. 

We began the year with the nursery having one paid nursery care provider and one volunteer to provide a safe, fun 

and growing environment for members of our church family who are age 0 to pre-kindergarten.  The nursery 

outgrew this model and the Staff-Parish Committee requested approval from Church Council for a second paid 

nursery care provider.   This request was approved and we filled the two positions in October.  The Staff-Parish 

committee also assumed the lead for the nursery staff and is responsible for finding substitute Nursery care 

providers when the need arises.   

We worked with the Music Director to revamp the organist/pianist position. 

We completed the annual evaluations of all staff and our Pastor. 

We discussed ways to gather feedback from all our members through small group discussion and hope to hold 

these “buzz sessions” in 2017. 

Our church bylaws state that our committee can consist of up to seven members.  For the 2016 year we had five 

members and the committee feels that the workload requires a full committee of seven members to properly 

serve.  

 I am most grateful to all of our committee members who gave of their time and talents in 2016. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Dooley, Committee Chair 

Stewardship 

The Stewardship committee was officially formed mid-2016 to coordinate the work of bringing financial resources 

to the church through annual giving campaigns, fundraisers such as the Plant Sale, Salad Supper, Chicken Pie 

Supper and Holiday Bazaar and grant writing.  

After forming, we met to lay the groundwork for future grant-writing possibilities. We also planned a new twist to 

the fall stewardship drive this year. Instead of asking members for 2017 pledges, we set out to get more members 
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of the church to sign up for our electronic giving option. Before the drive we had 11 members giving electronically 

and our goal was to double that number.  

To kick off the drive, Bill Baker, a member of the Stewardship committee gave an impassioned viewpoint and urged 

our congregation to consider electronic giving. Over the course of the next several weeks we had 20 members sign 

up! 

We wish to thank everyone that gave their time and talents to stewardship activities and those who gave 

financially in 2016. This generosity makes all that we do at UCH possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stewardship Committee: Bill Baker, Bob Forauer, Leah Hamilton, Melissa Loretan, Mary Eddy Stewart 

Trustees 

Church and Parish House  

The big event for this year was the installation of 2 solar trackers behind the Parish House. This was accomplished 

with the pros at All Earth Renewables and volunteers from the church. We started on a Saturday morning and the 

panels were generating power before we left that day. 

We had the Parish House and the Sanctuary accessed for ADA accessibility and have several sketches from a local 

architect for possible improvements. We will review these improvements and recommend changes to the church 

council in 2017. 

The church basement continues to stay dry. 

We have installed shelving in the church basement for the storage of music and to make more efficient use of our 

space. We will be installing more shelving this year. 

With the help of many parishioners, the youth group and the Boy Scouts, we had a very successful and well-

attended work day on September 10th. 

Work items completed: 

 Clean out the Vestry 

 Organize the plant sale items in the shed 

 Clean Parish House Kitchen, wipe tables and chairs and clean windows 

 Clean and Buff Parish House Kitchen Floor 

 Repair loose boards on the church entrance steps 

 Paint the exterior doors on the Parish House and Church 

 Paint the shed  

 Fix the outside light at the exterior door on the south side of the Parish House 

 Weed walkway up to church 

 Clean pews 

 Edge around Church Sign and mulch 
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Many thanks to Dot Blanck for all the snacks. 

Parsonage  

Work at the Parsonage consisted of repairs to the boiler and general maintenance. 

Baptist Lot 

Matt Sayre continues to work on concepts for the Baptist Lot. We currently have several beehives on the lot. 

Farmer’s Market 

The Lions Club has discontinued the farmers market and donated their storage shed to the church. We quickly 

found a use for it for plant sale materials and storage of the lawn mower in the winter. Many thanks to the Lions 

Club for the donation. 

Snow Removal 

Doug Olufson has agreed to plow and sand the church parking lot and parsonage driveway this winter. A team of 

volunteers continues to keep the walkways clear. 

Investments 

Ensure investment strategy is socially responsible, appropriate and yielding beneficial results. 

Ongoing Activities 

In addition to the above special projects, the Trustees continue to coordinate the snow shoveling and lawn mowing 

schedule, oversee and fund the church insurance, make sure all lights, smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, etc. are 

maintained and in working order, and respond to any other property-related issues.  

Trustees:  Andy Seaton, Chair, Wes Ashe, Phil Pouech, Reggie Robinson, Chip Foutz, Laurie Danforth, Bob Forauer, 

JP Hong, Matt Sayre 

Worship 

Our year has been varied, successful and meaningful.  We have had several musicians during Sunday morning 

worship services. These included both members of our own congregation and those from the wider community: 

Markus Schreckhaas; Robert Resnik & Barbara Wager; Grace Cloutier; Fadhili Achinda; brass for Easter (Tom 

Whitney, Don Wheater & Marc Wheater); Jane & Charlie Kittredge, John Dunlop & Laura Markowitz; Chris Dorman 

singing with the Children’s Choir on Mother’s Day; praise music with Clif Bailey (accompanied by Leah Hamilton & 

Jennifer Billings); singing the Psalms with cantors Michelle Keller & John Penoyar of St. Jude’s Catholic Church; Bob 

Forauer & Larry Rice; “Churchtoberfest” with the Inseldudler German Band; Julie Winn, Conor McQuade & Amy 

Patrick; the UCH Handbell Choir directed by Dan Frostman; Larry Rice, Betsy Parenteau & Steve Kingrea; Margaret 

Roddy & Tim Woos. 

Our Laity Sundays included the World Day of Prayer program and one with our youth reporting on their service trip 

to New York City. 
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Our ecumenical services with St. Jude Catholic Church included Prayer for Christian Unity Sunday, a Good Friday 

service and a Memorial Day service (with additional churches in Hinesburg participating). 

During Lent, we had Vesper services (quiet music, silence, candles and communion) each Wednesday evening and a 

Maundy Thursday light dinner in the Parish Hall followed by a Service of Tenebrae in the sanctuary. 

On Easter, we held a Sunrise Service and our regular 10am service. 

New this year was an additional Christmas Eve service at 5pm for families.  We also had a 7pm service featuring 

Special Music and a 10pm service of Lessons & Carols.  These were well-attended by nearly 300 enthusiastic 

worshipers. 

Our congregation has given us much positive feedback and we thank you all! 

                                                  The Worship Committee 

SCHIP 

Shelburne Charlotte Hinesburg Interfaith Projects, Inc. (SCHIP) was formed in 2003 by ten faith communities in the 

three towns with the intention of working together to raise funds for grants to improve the lives of neighbors and 

strengthen the communities. Funds are raised through the operations of SCHIP’s Treasure Resale Shop where 

donated “gently used” clothing and household items are sold. 

The representative from the United Church of Hinesburg is Kristi Johnson.  She would be happy to answer any 

questions you may have.   

Auxiliary 

The United Church Auxiliary, which evolved from the Women's Union, has played an important role over the years 

supporting spiritual, educational and social development within our church and community.  With the 

strengthening of our committees and ministry teams over the past several years, conversations within the Auxiliary 

led to a 2016 church goal to discern the continued role and purpose of the Auxiliary and its relationship to the 

church committees.  The discernment process included the acknowledgement that several Auxiliary 

responsibilities, such as the retreat and missions support, had already been absorbed by committees.  It 

culminated with an agreement at the October Church Council meeting by Auxiliary leadership and committee and 

ministry team chairs to absorb the remaining Auxiliary responsibilities as follows: 

o Membership Care - Coffee Hour, Funerals, Holiday Breakfast, Graduation Cards 

o Worship - World Day of Prayer  

o Stewardship  - Fundraising (Plant Sale, Holiday Bazaar, Silent Auction) 

The Auxiliary finances, which have been kept in a separate bank account, will be merged into the church account 

and budget beginning in January 2017.  

 


