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Pastor:  Rev. Jared Hamilton 

Pastor’s Email:  revjared@gmavt.net 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9am – 12pm    

Office Contacts:  482-3352 / unitedchurch@gmavt.net / www.ucofh.org 

 

Please help keep our records current by contacting the UCH Office with changes to your e-mail or mailing address. Thank you! 

 

Pastor’s Message: 

H.O.M.E. Recap 

“Good human work honors God’s work.” 

       - Wendell Berry, The Art of the Commonplace 

This summer’s Hinesburg Youth Project high school youth trip was a roaring 

success! 

In late June, 15 high school students from Hinesburg spent a week offering 

their services at H.O.M.E. Inc. in Orland, Maine. Work included splitting and 

stacking firewood, gardening, fence building, clothes sorting, picnic table 

refurbishing, deck staining, meal making, and food sorting. All told, the 

group of 15 young people and their six adult leaders put in over 630 hours 

of service.  

This year’s high school service trip was unlike any of the three trips in the recent past. In New York City, Boston and Puerto 

Rico we spent a day or two at each site, making a meal at a soup kitchen, stacking food pantry shelves, learning about 

environmental racism, or building temporary housing. We got to know the causes and the people from many organizations 

as well as we could in a day or two. Sometimes our experiences were immersive – working side-by-side with the people that 

benefitted from our work. But that experience was pretty rare.  

H.O.M.E. Inc. was a different experience. We worked on the organization’s campus every day of the week. We worked for, 

with, and under the supervision of employees, volunteers and people living in homeless and transitional housing at 

 



H.O.M.E. We took our lunches from the kitchen every day, eating with employees and volunteers and people from the 

community that needed an extra meal that week. Many of us on the trip experienced a breaking down of the 

“provider/client” division that sometimes defines human services; there were times when we simply could not tell the 

difference between H.O.M.E. employees and the women and men staying in the transitional housing and shelters. 

H.O.M.E. Inc. is as unique an organization as you will find. Founded in 1970 with support from the Emmaus Movement, the 

original mission was to help low-income families in rural Hancock County earn extra income during the off season. Today, 

the 23-acre campus sports a variety of human service, hand-up and community-based programs including shelters for the 

homeless, affordable daycare, organic gardens, a craft co-op for home-based industries such as weaving, stained glass, 

pottery, sewing and creative arts, a food pantry and a soup kitchen. The organization’s mission has also grown over the 

years, as H.O.M.E. Inc. now seeks to “keep and enhance the quality of life for low-income and homeless families. Through 

services, stewardship of resources, and shared responsibility, they aim to bring forth new possibilities for food, jobs, 

shelter, low-income housing, education, and self-sufficiency.” We experienced the effect of their mission during our week 

there.   

Our down time was also different this time around. We did venture out to go swimming a few times in the chilly Maine 

water, which was an experience in itself. We also did a team building exercise at Mainely Escapes but, heeding the advice of 

our young people, we planned fewer outings and spent more time together around the home that was rented for the trip. 

Most evenings folks gathered around the fire, in the backyard or in the living room and sang together (thanks Calvin for 

bringing the guitar!), played games together, or vegged out.  

I remain very impressed with the young people in this group. Some have been on this trip together for years, while it was 

the first HYP trip for others. Newcomers and grizzled veterans alike worked hard, encouraged one another, and were 

gracious with each other. It’s truly astounding to me that these fifteen young people spent the last year working hard to 

raise money for a trip where they would go and work harder. It shows their devotion to service, to adventure and to one 

another. 

We were also blessed to have Wes and Eileen Ashe, and Casey and Penny Grant as adult leaders on this trip. The Ashes and 

Grants were adult leaders on last year’s Puerto Rico trip and it was immensely helpful this go around to count on their 

experience and gifts.  

Finally, we are truly thankful for all of you who have supported the Hinesburg Youth Project summer trips over the years, 

and especially this year. These trips give our young people a foundation that places people first and instills in them the 

importance of service.   

This year’s particpants were: Jacob Ashe, Katie Ashe, Graycie Elkins, Rose Gladstone, Gregory Goldsmith, Julia Grant, Sarah 

Johnson, Amelie Lepple, Tom Roberts, Josie Sayre, Erik Simkins, Grace Thorburn, Nora Van Vranken, Calvin Wuthrich, and 

Tyler Wuthrich.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Jared  

P.S. The HYP middle school trip is taking place this August from the 18th to the 21st. Follow the trip on the church’s 

Facebook page and look for a recap in September’s newsletter.   

 
 

 



Highlights from H.O.M.E. 

  

 

 

 

 
  

Christian Education Committee News 

 

Christian Education Committee:  Eileen Ashe - Chair; Heather Roberts – CE Coordinator, Leah Hamilton, 

Mary Hong, Theron Maine, Renate Parke, Sharonlee Trefry 

Summer is nearly over and we are looking ahead to the start of Sunday School.  We will kick off the program 

year on Sunday, September 8th with a school supply drive, a One Room Schoolhouse mission project and a 

brunch after church where parents can complete our annual Sunday School registration paperwork.  School 

supplies that are needed include: 

 No. 2 Pencils 

 Rectangular pink erasers 

 Dry erase markers 

To celebrate the end of summer, we are planning a family movie night on Friday, September 6th at 8:00pm – 

hopefully outside on the church lawn.  More details will be shared in the September newsletter but please 

add the date to your calendar. We hope you can join us! 

 

Clockwise from top left: Gardening, staining a new deck, singing to Eunice, wood splitting, repairing & 

painting a picnic table, lunch  

 Colored paper (copy, card stock 

or construction) 

 Tri-fold display boards 

 

 Ear buds 

 Tissues 

 Hand sanitizer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

Update on the United Methodist Church – Open Spirit Task Force 

In February, the governing body of the United Methodist Church voted to uphold its 

denominational stance set forth in previous years regarding human sexuality. This stance states 

that: 

 The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching,  

 Self-avowed practicing homosexuals cannot be certified as candidates for ordained 
ministry, and  

 Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions cannot be conducted by UMC ministers 
or in UMC churches.  

The governing body also strengthened the penalties for non-compliant pastors, churches, districts and conferences:  

 LGBTQ Clergy are required to leave the United Methodist Church if they are self-avowed or “outed”; clergy that 
perform same-sex unions would be fined and suspended on the first offense and required to leave the 
connection on the second.   

 Local churches would be required to leave the United Methodist Church if they fail to follow the governing 
body’s decision.  

 Conferences would be required to leave the connection if they are unwilling to certify that they adhere to the 
current stance regarding the administration of local churches, ministry candidates and ordained clergy.  

This decision has led many regional UMC conferences and local churches to consider alternatives to staying in the 

United Methodist Church denomination.  

In June, the governing body of the New England Conference approved the creation of the Open Spirit Task Force, the 

purpose of which is to “examine whether and how United Methodists of New England might align with, create, or form a 

new church body in the Methodist tradition (independently or in collaboration with others).” The formation of this task 

force happens in conjunction with the formation of other task forces around the country that seek to work together and 

provide a more inclusive denominational system while maintaining the core tenets of historic Methodism. The first 

meeting of the 35-member task force will meet this month, August 10th, at the Conference offices in Methuen, 

Massachusetts.  

As a federated church, with historic ties to the United Methodist Church, the United Church of Hinesburg will continue 

to follow and participate, as we are able, in the process set forth by the Open Spirit Task Force. We are thankful for the 

leadership in our District and Conference who have worked diligently to promote and protect an inclusive Methodist 

church for all people and hold all on the Task Force in our prayers as they go about this difficult work.   

 

 

The land behind the parish house was used and maintained by the Iroquois Soccer Club for many years but they 

have been using it less frequently since the completion of Millie’s Field in the Spring of 2018. The United Church 

now plans to reclaim the field for church use. While we contemplate the long term plans for the field, we will be 

mowing the grass. Are there any mowers out there who would be interested in mowing the additional land with 

the church’s new zero turn mower? The estimated mow time would be 1 to 1.5hrs. 

Trustees News 

 
Trustees:  Andy Seaton - Chair; Wes Ashe, Ken Cudney, Bob Forauer, Chip Foutz, JP Hong, Phil Pouech, Matt 

Sayre, Art Thompson 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parsonage – A New Chapter 

In 1856, a parcel of land next to the Congregational Vestry was sold to the Methodist Episcopal Society for $900; 

shortly thereafter, the parsonage was built.  According to the Hinesburg Historical Society records, it is the only 

house in the village built as a parsonage that has stayed a parsonage.  That chapter of the house’s and our church’s 

history will be coming to a close this month. 

As with all of the Methodist and subsequently United Church ministers and their families who came before them, 

Pastor Jared and Leah and their children have called the parsonage their home.  Over the past six years the 

Hamilton family has grown and their interest in homesteading has increased.   While very appreciative of the 

opportunity to live at the parsonage as they began their new life in Hinesburg, and of the improvements that have 

been made to it, they wanted a place to call their own, with more land for chickens, bees, and gardens.  In May, 

after the Church Council gave their approval to selling the parsonage and investing the proceeds which, along with 

the monies saved by not having the parsonage expenses, will fund a housing allowance, the wheels began turning 

with the Hamilton family looking for a house and the church looking for a buyer for the parsonage.   

There is good news to report on both fronts.  Jared and Leah found a 3-bedroom log house in Starksboro, with 10+ 

acres of land, that they could easily imagine calling home.  Their offer was accepted and they expect to close at the 

end of the month.  Bill Baker, a member of our church, was interested in purchasing a home in the village for him 

and his children.  He made an offer, which was accepted by the Trustees on behalf of the church.  That closing is 

scheduled for mid-August.  While nothing is final until the closings, there is no reason to believe there should be 

any hiccups.    

Jared and Leah, with the help of some church members and their trucks, are busy packing and putting their 

belongings in storage until they have the keys to their new home and can move in.   Ellen Dooley has opened her 

home in Lyman Meadows to the Hamilton family during the two-week period between closings and she will bunk 

in with her daughter and son-in-law. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to talk to Pastor Jared or Andy Seaton.  If you are available to help 

with the move (tentatively planned for the evening of August 30th and the morning of August 31st), contact Andy at 

aseaton@pcconstruction.com or 482-4313. 

 

 

The Parsonage “Then” (date unknown) 

mailto:aseaton@pcconstruction.com


 

 

 
 

 
  

Finance Committee News 

 

Your generosity makes our church’s ministry and mission possible.  We have each been blessed in unique 
ways.  Our offering is one way we express our gratitude. 

If you have any questions about our church finances, please contact me. 

Plate offering received as of June 30, 2019 ($50,795   47% of offering budget) 
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In thousands 

Yvonne Whitaker, Treasurer 

 

Planned Giving 

If you would like to help to ensure that the United Church of Hinesburg continues to thrive for generations to 

come, consider making the United Church of Hinesburg a beneficiary in your will or living trust.  Another 

option to consider would be the gift of an appreciated stock instead of cash.  This option of donating shares 

of stock can have tax benefits for you and allow a larger contribution to our church.  If you have questions 

about gifting stock, contact your accountant or contact Damon Kinzie, our Morgan Stanley financial advisor 

(658-2424).  All calls and conversations with Damon will be strictly confidential. 

 

Finance Committee:  Yvonne Whitaker – Treasurer; Ellen Dooley & Sandy Milbank – Co-Financial 

Secretaries; Phil Pouech, Keith Roberts, Mary Eddy Stewart 

Coffee Hour Notes 
 

Our summer is half over!  Fall will come fast and some help is needed on coffee hour 
committees. 

First, the September committee is in need for more members as two have left the committee.   

Second, help is needed for the first Sunday of September, Labor Day weekend, as the chair will be away. So, 
3-4 folks are needed to do that coffee hour - September 1st. 

Third, the long serving chair of the October Committee, Grace Farley, has decided to step down. She is willing 
to continue to be on the committee BUT a new chair is needed--PLEASE! 

Hopefully, everyone else is willing to continue on the other committees as chairs and members. Please let 
Sandy White know if you are willing to help with any of these requests, thank you.  
 
 

 



August 2019 Happenings at UCH 
{All meetings/events are held in Osborne Parish House unless otherwise noted.}  

2nd Monday   8:00am-3:00pm WIC 
Monday nights   5:00pm-9:30pm Parish House reserved by private group 
Thursday mornings  10:00am-11:00am Spanish speaking group 
Fridays (except 1st)  9:00am-1:00pm Hinesburg Senior Meal site 
Wednesday, August 7th  1:00pm  Worship Committee meeting 
Wednesday, August 7th             12:30pm-2:00pm Knitting/crocheting group 
Sunday, August 11th   8:30am   Missions & Social Justice Committee meeting 
Sunday, August 18th -      Middle School Youth trip to The Service Dog Project in Ipswich, 

Wednesday, August 21st      Massachusetts 
Tuesday, August 20th   10:30am  Membership Care Committee meeting 
Wednesday, August 21st  12:30pm-2:00pm Knitting/crocheting group 
Thursday, August 22nd   7:00pm-8:00pm FPU financial management class led by Julie Scribner 
Monday, August 26th        September newsletter deadline 
Thursday, August 29th   7:00pm-8:00pm FPU financial management class led by Julie Scribner  
Friday, August 30th         5:30pm-7:00pm Monthly free community meal hosted by the Williston USDA 
 
  

The United Church of Hinesburg is host to the first Little Free Pantry in Vermont 

and we continue to need your help to keep it stocked! It is designed to help 

neighbors in need, whether they are food insecure or have a last-minute need 

for a food item after the grocery store is closed. The Little Free Pantry is 

available for food, toiletries and household items 24 hours a day, no questions 

asked.  

  

Our knitting/crocheting group meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each month 

(August 7th & August 21st this month) from 12:30-2:00pm in the Parish Hall.  Bring your 

project, old or new, or just bring yourself. We have a large supply of yarn if you need 

some to start a prayer shawl or a project for the Holiday Bazaar.  Come for some 

stitching fun and conversation!  

Take control of your money with Financial Peace University (FPU)! This nine-lesson 

course uses biblical wisdom and common sense to help you tackle budgeting, pay off 

debt, and make your money work for you! FPU includes your member workbook and a 

year of free online resources through Financial Peace Membership. Join an FPU group 

today! Julie Scribner from the church nursery will be leading a class in the Parish Hall on 

Thursday evenings from 7-8pm beginning on August 22nd. See Julie during coffee hour 

or email her at VTNanaJ@gmail.com for more info or register online at 

https://www.financialpeace.com/groups/1094831?c=ccf. 

 

mailto:VTNanaJ@gmail.com
https://www.financialpeace.com/groups/1094831?c=ccf


    
Looking for news regarding specific denominations? 

Check these websites… 
www.neumc.org | www.vtcucc.org | www.abcvnh.org 

 
Distributing the monthly newsletter by email saves the church a considerable amount of 
money in postage expenses.  If you currently receive a mailed hard copy of the church 
newsletter, please consider contacting the church office with an updated email address to 
which future issues can be sent.  Thank you! 

August 2019 

August 4th 

Greeters:  Carrie & Allison Huestis 

Ushers: Sandy Milbank & Kate Schubart 

Reader: Thea Gaudette 

Coffee Hour: March committee 
 

August 11th 

Greeters:  Sandy & Reggie Robinson 

Ushers: Grace Ciffo & Kate Schubart 

Reader: Karen Farnsworth 

Coffee Hour:  January committee 
 

August 18th 

Greeters: Paul Emmons 

Ushers: Kristi Kilbride & Sherrie Simmons 

Reader: Yvonne Whitaker 

Coffee Hour: April committee 
 

August 25th 

Greeters: The Ciffo family 

Ushers: Grace Ciffo & Kate Schubart 

Reader: Mary Eddy Stewart 

Coffee Hour: December committee 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your service! 

                                         
 

 

 

 

 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 

03 Andrew & Susan Lepple 

05 Rodney & Madine Churchill 

06 Andy Seaton 

07 Leonard & Valerie Ducharme 

08 Thomas Lian 

10 Rosie Brien 

10 Sophie Brien 

12 Joanne Russell 

12 Debbie Seaton 

12 Heidi Simkins 

13 Meg Roberts 

15 Heather & Keith Roberts 

16 Julia Blanck 

16 Tim Riggs 

16 Edward & Beth Sengle 

17 Jean & Rod Isham 

18 Renate Parke 

19 Gene Hall 

19 Robert & Jennifer Lian 

19 Daniel Spadaccini 

22 Susan Lepple 

22 Sharlene Palmer 

22 Stephen & Norma Sprague 

27 Gerald Ouimet 

27 Sherrie Simmons 

30 Rufus Patrick 

31 Noel Bedard 

31 Charles & Marilyn Utter 

 

 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed, 

please call the Church Office so we may include you! 

 

 

http://www.vtcucc.org/

