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The earliest known depiction of the
nativity - carved on a sarcophagus in
Rome, late 4™ century.

There really is no other holiday in the Western calendar that can take the spotlight away from
birthdays, anniversaries, and other observances like Christmas Day. But unlike the events of Jesus’
death, which took place during the spring, during Passover in the early 30’s C.E. (with some
scholars confident that his death took place 3/25/33 or 34 C.E.), there's really no information about
the time of Jesus' birth in the gospels or other first-century sources. The earliest recorded
reference to a birthdate appears in the writings of Clement of Alexandria. Writing around 200 C.E.,
the Christian teacher from Egypt explains: “There are those who have determined not only the year
of our Lord’s birth, but also the day; and they say that it took place in the 28th year of Augustus,
and in the 25th day of [the Egyptian month] Pachon [May 20 in our calendar].”



Was Jesus born in May? Clement'’s reasoning didn't hold much weight, even though it is the
earliest record. By the 4th Century, December 25th was observed as a feast day for the Nativity in
the Western Roman Empire. The reason for this date requires basic math and a leap of faith. Early
Christian writers connected the Annunciation (The Angel visits Mary; Jesus is conceived) with the
death of Jesus. This seems to have been done more for symmetry than because of sound record-
keeping. If the death of Jesus happened on March 25th, and the Annunciation also took place on
March 25th, nine months later is December 25th. Because babies always show up on their due
dates, this makes loads of sense.

Other historians contend that placing the birth of Jesus around the Winter Solstice was a way for
the later Western Roman Empire to co-opt important Pagan festivals as they invaded lands,
particularly in northern Europe. Given the limited evidence, both motives seem possible and not
mutually exclusive. Regardless, Christmas Day is like a black hole. It absorbs everything around it,
from little kids’ birthdays to important human events.

Like everyone born, Jesus had no say in his birthday. He also seemed like a humble, sharing kind
of guy to me, one who was more inclusive than most in his day and willing to learn from others.
So here are other events that take place around Christmas Day that deserve their own light:

Hanukkah - December 14 to 22, 2025 - Hanukkah is an 8-day Jewish holiday of Lights that
commemorates the recovery of Jerusalem and the rededication of the temple during the
Maccabean revolt against the Seleucid Empire in the 2nd century BCE. The Hebrew Calendar
determines the dates of Hanukkah, so they float in our calendar. Lighting the menorah, giving gifts
and gathering with friends and family mark this holiday today.

Winter Solstice - December 21, 2025 - The longest night and shortest day of the year, and the first
day of winter. Archaeologists have traced winter solstice observances by human beings back
30,000 years. Monolithic structures like Stonehenge were built to host solstice festivals and may
have included large bonfires and prayers to “lure” the light back.

First-Ever Radio Broadcast - December 24, 1906 - Reginald Fessenden broadcast over radio
waves, reaching ships off the coast of Massachusetts in 1906. He read a short speech, played "O
Holy Night” on his violin, read from the gospels, and ended the broadcast with “Merry Christmas.”

The "Earthrise” Photograph - December 24, 1968 - Was taken by astronauts
on the Apollo 8 mission in 1968, the first mission to orbit the moon. As the
astronauts circled the moon, they read the creation story from the book of
Genesis to the largest television audience at the time. As their orbit took
them to the dark side of the moon, they ended their broadcast with, “We
close with good night, good luck, Merry Christmas, and God bless you all —
| all of you on the good Earth.”




Kwanzaa - December 26 to January 1: Kwanzaa is a seven-day celebration of African American and
Pan-African culture. Rituals involve candle lighting and organising community feasts on New Year's
Eve. The holiday was created in 1966 by Maulana Karenga and is based on African harvest festival
traditions in parts of East and Southeast Africa.

There is something special about this time of year, and that says something about humans. When
the light is at its lowest in the Northern Hemisphere, human beings have gathered, made their own
light, and celebrated. Folks like Reginald Fessenden reached out, and the Apollo 8 astronauts
helped millions to marvel at Earth from a new perspective.

In the stories, in the season, and in the good company of others, | pray that you take a moment to
marvel in the coming weeks. The light returns, Christ is born again, the world rejoices.

Blessings,

Rev. Jared Hamilton

Advent and Christmas Worship Schedule

Sunday, December 21 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00 Worship Service with Handbell Choir
Wednesday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
6:00 - Christmas Eve Family and Friends Service with Candlelight
10:00 - Lessons and Carols Service with Choir and Candlelight
Sunday, December 28 ~ First Sunday After Christmas

10:00 Service of Lessons and Carols ~ Christmas Sweater Sunday



Hinesburg Youth Project

The Hinesburg Youth Project is a program for middle and high school students during the school year to help
increase connection with the church and broader community through community service events and activities.

The HYP group recently resumed its fall programming and has been busy engaging in community service projects
and planning fundraising activities for a summer trip to our nation’s capital. During this trip, students will learn
more about food insecurity and explore ways they can make a meaningful impact through service.

The group recently packed 300 snack bags for the Hinesburg Food Shelf and participated in the Polar Express in
early December.

Hospitality and Member Care

It has been a wonderful fall! In addition to our regular on-going areas under Hospitality and Member Care, we
branched out and added two new social events to focus on spreading love and support in our church
community.

In August, one of the new events was a Birthday Jubilee to center around love, connection and sharing as we
honor the beauty of growing older together. Many members stayed after church to participate in the
celebration. Besides celebrating all of our birthdays collectively, Renate Parke was surprised for her 85th
Birthday by some additional family members and friends arriving to share in the fun. Everyone had a
wonderfully fun time connecting with others through the Birthday Jubilee Scavenger hunt by finding
commonality with others, for example: who shares the same birthday month, birthday year, grew up in a
different state or country, shares the same hobby, similar birthday tradition, and so much more. Many dressed
in clothing that reminded them of their birthday. There was music, singing, balloons, decorations, cakes, and a
festive Pifiata that received numerous whacks from the young and old before finally breaking and disbursing
many goodies for all. Donations were received for NAMI, an organization dear to Renate. Hand-made Birthday
Cards were signed for church members who are no longer able to attend church. Many hearts were filled with
joy and happiness from attending this special social celebration! Thank you to everyone who attended and to
those who worked together to make this such a wonderful event!

Our second new community event this fall, Nourish Yourself, took place in November with close to 20 people
attending. The focus for this event was to gather with others to take time for ourselves to relax in a quiet
space, slow down our minds, and rejuvenate ourselves from our busy lives. All participants learned about
breath work, intention setting and facial pressure points, and joined in a guided meditation called Reconnect to
Your Heart. They also had options to participate in slow healing movement; journaling; making crafts. Several
had seated healing head massage, chair massage, and/or a Reiki therapy session. Some played or listened to
the sounds of the singing bowls, drums, and rainstick that created a calm and harmonious space to relax and



just breathe. Everyone felt so much better afterwards and glad to have had two hours devoted to themselves.
Thank you to all who shared their talent and skills to make this event so successful!

Celebration of Life Receptions took place in August for Laurie Locke and September for Beverly Little Thunder.
Tremendous gratitude to Thea Gaudette for her organizational and leadership skills and to those who assisted
in the set up and clean up, contributed food, provided support and care to the families, and extended
hospitality to everyone in attendance.

New Member Sunday took place in September as we welcomed Cathy Segovia and Mimi Whitney through a
beautiful member celebration ceremony and presented each with some gifts.

In September the Hinesburg Fall Festival Committee sponsored a performance for the community by the No
Strings Marionette Company in the Parish House. Church volunteers provided donuts, apple cider, coffee, and
helpers to greet and serve for this event.

The weekly Coffee Hour teams continue to provide wonderful food that is beautifully displayed for all to enjoy
after church. We are very thankful to everyone and pleased that additional people have joined a coffee hour
team this year. This time together, always filled with social conversation and gentle laughter, is a wonderful
way to catch up.

We continue to send Sunshine and Birthday Cards out. Team members share in sending the monthly birthday
cards and since the middle of June 2025, 16 sunshine cards have been sent to those who are or have beeniill,
had an accident, had a family member pass away, etc. Please continue to send or share with Lisa and/or Carla
those individuals who you think would enjoy receiving a card. Also share with Jared those who may like a
pastoral visit.

Look for information in January about the Third Annual Multi-Generational Game Event to take place near the
end of January or in February.

Thanks to everyone who does the Good Work of hospitality and care every week and every day. Blessings and
welcome to new folks joining or rejoining our community.

Carla Wuthrich and Lisa Zengilowski, Team Leaders

Missions & Social Justice

The Missions and Social Justice Ministry Team met on October 12 and plan to hold a retreat at Katie Morris’
home on February 7. We are happy to welcome Sheri Brody Hanlon to our team!

We have been busy with funding initiatives in this special time of need. We passed along $1,000 from previous
fundraising to the Vermont Foodbank’s Backpack Program in October. With a $300 seed contribution from the
Missions & Social Justice budget, the congregation came forward to reach our goal of $1,200 for the U.S.
Committee on Refugees and Immigrants in the face of SNAP cuts to those families. The goal was to feed a
family of six for a month.

With the help of some new cooks, we made 40 tourtieres that were sold online in November, raising $960 for
the Vermont Foodbank’s Backpack Program. We will be appealing to the congregation for funds for $75
grocery gift cards to be given to some 18 families facing food insecurity in our community, as identified by
school social workers — seeking $1350 in total. We also plan to suggest “gifts for Baby Jesus” to be put under
the sanctuary Christmas tree. More information will be in the Weekly Updates. We will help with the
upcoming Cookie Walk — and stay tuned for Biscotti in May!



Looking ahead, we are considering a community-building craft opportunity in early 2026 hope to take on a task
leading up to the May Plant Sale as well.

Lori McKenna and Cathy Foutz, Team Leaders

Stewardship

It’s the time of year when we make financial decisions that affect our 2025 taxes. Please keep the United
Church of Hinesburg in your thoughts as you decide where and how to make donations.

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS

For those of you who are of the age when you must make a Required Minimum Distribution from your IRAs
and/or 401(k) plans, if you are fortunate enough not to need the distribution for living expenses, consider a
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to our wonderful church. A QCD allows you to gift money directly from
your IRA to a public charity without having to include the distribution in your taxable income. You can make a
QCD election in any year, even for 2025, without having to continue doing so in the future. If you want to find
out how you can use QCDs to fund the church’s expenses, and perhaps keep you in a lower tax bracket at the
same time, please speak to your financial advisor.

CASH GIFTS

If you are not old enough to be thinking about using your IRA or 401(k), but you still want to support the
church, consider a year-end gift. If you itemize, the full amount of your gift qualifies for a 2025 charitable
income tax deduction. Your gift may be tax deductible even if you do not itemize. Make certain your check is
dated 2025 and received or postmarked no later than December 31, 2025 to receive a deduction this year.
And don’t forget that you can use our online Donation page: Go to ucofh.org, click on DONATE at top of page,
click on DONATE NOW/, click on OFFERING, and follow the prompts.

COMPANY-MATCHING BENEFITS

Does your company have an employee matching gift program? If so, you can double your donation to UCH by
taking advantage of it. Matching gifts are donations made by your employer to complement your charitable
contributions. Many employers offer dollar-for-dollar matches, but some will double or triple the amount,
and some companies, like National Life, have this perk as part of their pension plan. Check with your HR
department on how to set up a matching gift.

GIVING APPRECIATED PROPERTY

If you own investments that have increased in value (stocks, bonds, real estate, or mutual funds), you can
donate them to a church or charity and take a charitable income tax deduction for the full fair market value
and avoid declaring the capital gain as income. Many people consider this the equivalent of a “double
deduction.”

Holiday Bazaar

We had another very successful Holiday Bazaar the Saturday before Thanksgiving. Shoppers were lined up
almost to the road when the doors opened at 9. With all the beautiful crafts, delicious home baked pies,
breads and treats, the yummy soup and sandwich lunch, and the variety of jewelry and Grandmother's Attic
donations, there was something for everyone.

Many, many thanks to all of our crafters, cooks and bakers, those who donated items for Grandmother's Attic
and the Jewelry Corner, and everyone who helped make this event a success, including members of the



church and the wider community who joined in to advertise, set up tables, display and price items, provide
luncheon food, make and frost the very popular brown bobbies (many come just for them!), cashier, and clean
up. ltis truly a community event.

Bazaar sales produced income of $5,369, a record year! Income from the sale of gold brought in an additional
$3,376, for an amazing total of $8,745! These funds support the work of our church, including missions
projects, Christian Education, youth programming, and outreach. Audrey Horton has generously agreed to
take the unsold Grandmother's Attic donations, which are being stored in the church basement, to put in the
yard sales she holds in the spring and summer. Audrey donates the proceeds from those sales to the
Hinesburg Food Shelf and the Little Free Pantry.

Next year's Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 21, 2026. Mark your calendars!
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Finance

Our church’s long-term sustainability and our ability to offer programs and ministries that support our mission
and vision depend on a balanced budget. There is a significant gap between our budgeted income and
expenses for our current fiscal year (FY26) which began on 7/1/2025 and ends 6/30/2026.

The income from the Holiday Bazaar, which was $3,300 over our budgeted amount, in addition to generous
donations through offering, are helping to close the gap. That is good news but we need to identify new
sources of revenue if we are to continue to grow as a church. A short-term Ad Hoc Advisory Committee,
charged with exploring new possibilities and generating ideas for increasing the church’s annual income, is
expected to report out to the Board of Directors this month with their recommendations.

The Finance Committee will provide quarterly updates during a Sunday Worship Service and newsletters on
our financial picture.

If you have any questions about the church finances, or ideas for generating additional revenue, please contact
Ellen Dooley, Finance Committee Chair, or Committee member Dave Eddy, Jon Trefry, or Yvonne Whitaker
(Church Treasurer).

Property

A $7,500 grant from Efficiency Vermont provided the funds to purchase and connect two heat pumps in the
Parish House. The units will provide heat in the winter and air conditioning in the warmer months and reduce
our consumption of fossil fuels. Many thanks to Phil Pouech for spearheading this effort and installing the
units.

Many thanks to the volunteers who mowed this year. The new Cub Cadet tractor is now in storage in Brian
Bock’s barn for the winter.



The snow shoveling list is out, but there’s always room for more volunteers! Contact Andy to get on the list.
Wetland Restoration and Green Space

We can be very proud of our church’s contributions to the efforts to reduce the impact of storm water runoff
in our town. The wetland restoration work behind the church, performed with grants obtained by Lewis Creek
Association, is near completion. Water from about 70 acres upstream, where it had been channeled into
ditches behind the buildings and parking lots east of Route 116 and along the edge of our property, can now
spread out into the restored wetland and flow more freely under the new larger culvert under Stella Road.

On November 2nd, Lewis Creek Association hosted a multi-part “Ahead of the Storm” Tour of Hinesburg. The
tour, which started with a presentation in the Parish House, included the newly restored wetland behind the
church and the restoration work on the conserved land the church owns on Silver Street, just south of the
Hinesburg Community School (the “Baptist Lot”). With a strong assist from beavers, this parcel is providing
important flood resiliency, groundwater recharge, and reclaiming wetlands lost during land conversion for
agriculture. The site restoration work, including buckthorn, parsnip and other vegetation control, is
performed by Riverscape Ecology, a local Hinesburg business, with funds provided by the U.S. Department of
Fish and Wildlife. For more an article in The Hinesburg Record’s December 8™ Weekly Update on these
projects, go to: https://www.hinesburgrecord.org

Work on the Green Space will likely start this spring. Entry to the Green Space will be from the northwest
corner of the parking lot, between the kitchen and church basement doors. The project will be completed in
phases, with preparing the site and planting trees in the first phase. Funds donated in memory of Paul Eddy
and Sandy White will cover most of the first phase expense; labor will be donated. Subsequent phases include
a stone retaining and sitting wall and a labyrinth. Funds will be raised for that work.

Andy Seaton, Property Manager



Community News
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Age Well is a nonprofit organization that serves Addison,
Chittenden, Franklin, and Grand Isle Counties and is the
- largest Meals on Wheels provider in Vermont.
AGE w E LL Our mission is to provide the support and guidance that
inspires our community to embrace aging with confidence.
CONFIDENT AGING STARTS HERE. To learn more and donate, visit: agewellvt.org

ST. GEORGE SCHOOLHOUSE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
Available to individuals 60+ years of age*
*NEW MEAL SITE*

WHEN:

Thursday, December 18, 2025
Check in: 11:30am Lunch: 12:00pm
WHERE:

St. George Historic Schoolhouse
21 Barber Rd., St. George

Reservation required by Dec. 15
MENU $5 suggested donation

Bl e i RESERVATIONS & QUESTIONS
Mashed Potatoes

Carrots
Rolls with Butter
Milk
Apple Pie

Pam Niarchos, Nutrition Coordinator
802-662-5283
pniarchos@agewellvt.org

*Age Well registration required.
Forms available at luncheon.

agewellvt.org | Helpline: 1-800-642-5119 SERVING NORTHWESTERN VERMONT SINCE 1974

Church Membership

Are you interested in becoming a member of the United Church?

Joining a church is one way of acknowledging the bond between individuals and a
community of faith. When new members join, the entire community pledge their care,
support and commitment to the new member, who does the same.

It
If you are new to the United Church of Hinesburg and are interested in learning more about the church and/or

joining as a member, please contact Pastor Jared at revjared@gmavt.net or the church office at 802-482-3352
or unitedchurch@gmavt.net

Calendar

Friday, December 12 ~ 5:30 — 7:00 ~ Little Free Meal

Sunday, December 21 ~ 1:00 — 3:00 ~ Cookie Walk

Wednesday, December 24 ~ 6:00 and 10:00 ~ Christmas Eve Services
Friday, December 26 ~ 5:30 — 7:00 ~ Little Free Meal



Donating to the United Church of Hinesburg
and Updating Your Automatic Donation

Thank you for your continued support of our church. If you are not taking advantage of the
convenience and ease of electronic giving, we encourage you to consider it. Set up a one-
time or monthly donation from a bank account or with a credit card by scanning the QR

code with your phone or going to the Donate page on the church website,
www.ucofh.org/donate.

If you make an automatic donation to the church from a bank account or with a credit card and would like
to change the amount or the account, how you set up your donation will determine how you accomplish
that:

e If you used your bank’s bill pay system, contact your bank
e If you completed a form authorizing Vanco, our payment processing service, to pull the funds from
your bank account, submit a new form (available from the church office)
e If you set up your donation through the Donate page on the church website
(www.ucofh.org/donate):
o loginto your account and click Profile
o click the Edit button below your scheduled transaction
o make your changes, and save.

If you have any questions about electronic giving or your donations, contact the church office.

Contact Information

The United Church of Hinesburg

Mailing Address: PO Box 39, Hinesburg, VT 05461
www.ucofh.org

Church Office
unitedchurch@gmavt.net 802-482-3352
Office Hours: Monday 9 to noon

Pastor
Reverend Jared M. Hamilton revjared@gmavt.net
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9 to noon, or by appointment

We are a welcoming and inclusive community where all are invited to connect, serve, worship,
celebrate, learn, and grow with God's help.
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l UNITED CHURCH
P

10570 Route 116 — PO Box 39
Hinesburg, Vermont 05461

TO:

Please help keep our records current by contacting the Church Office with changes to your email or mailing address.
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