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The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel
and say to them, ‘When you come into the land that I give you, the land shall
keep a Sabbath to the Lord. For six years you shall sow your field, and for six
years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits, but in the seventh
year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord.
You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. You shall not reap what
grows of itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes of your undressed vine. It
shall be a year of solemn rest for the land.’”
- Leviticus 25:1-5
The definition of the word sabbatical is something like “an extended period of
leave from one’s customary work or job for rest, training or the development of
new skills.” Historically, sabbatical leave is a common practice for academics and
clergy where professors and pastors take time away from professing and
pastoring to rest, recharge, and research. Commonly, a sabbatical leave can last
anywhere from one month to a year, is usually a paid leave and comes with the
promise that the same job will be there upon return.

The Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ recommends that UCC clergy take a sabbatical leave
every five years for a period of three months. The Ministerial Excellence, Support & Authorization Ministry
Team of the UCC writes the following:
A sabbatical is a significant time of rest, renewal, and refreshment for pastors. For pastors, the
sabbatical is time to nourish their relationship with God, recommit to their call, and provide renewed
vision and focus for ministry. A sabbatical is not a vacation, but it does provide time away from the daily
work of ministry. Sabbatical leave may include study or a project, but its first goal is reconnecting with
one’s sense of vocation through rest, reflection, and prayer.
I was scheduled to take my first sabbatical in 2020 but, because of the pandemic, I decided to push it off to
2021. I will be on Sabbatical from Monday, May 24th to Sunday, July 25th. During this time, Rev. Debbie
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Ingram, our former bridge pastor and current Executive Director of Vermont Interfaith Action, will serve UCH as
Sabbatical Coverage Pastor. She will be responsible for pastoral care/visitation, hosting most Sunday worship
services on Zoom, and facilitating the transition to in-person worship in July if the pandemic allows. Members
of the congregation will work together to cover other day-to-day operations. Debbie’s bio can be found a little
later in this newsletter.
During these two months, I will be stepping away from UCH entirely. I will spend much of my time with my
family, our new puppy, Rusty, and the growing number of farm animals we’ve collected during the pandemic. I
will seek out rest, a better diet, and some time away from screens. I will also spend time exploring an issue
close to my heart, and close to the heart of many in our congregation: food insecurity. To that end, I will
volunteer with the New Community Project in Starksboro during my Sabbatical and will spend time reading
about the intersection of food and faith. I am excited about my reading list and you are welcome to read along
with me. All are available on Amazon. If you use your Amazon Smile account (smile.amazon.com) and
designate the United Church as your charitable organization, the church will receive 0.5% of the purchase price.
Food and Faith: A Theology of Eating
by Norman Wirzba

Jesus for Farmers and Fishers: Justice
for All Those Marginalized by our Food
System by Gary Paul Nabhan

Food Politics: What Everyone Needs
to Know 2nd Edition by Robert
Paarlberg

Good Food: Grounded Practical
Theology by Jennifer R. Ayres

I sincerely look forward to some time away to re-center and refocus and am truly thankful for this opportunity.
I also look forward to returning to the United Church at the end of July and continue the job that I love.
Blessings,
Pastor Jared
Welcome Back, Pastor Debbie
Debbie is pleased to be returning to United Church of Hinesburg to fill in
temporarily, having served a similar stint with the congregation from
December 2012 through August 2013. Debbie is an ordained minister in the
United Church of Christ and the Executive Director of Vermont Interfaith
Action, a coalition of congregations across the state that seeks to effect
systemic change on social justice issues. She earned her BA from Stanford
University and a Master of Divinity degree from Fuller Theological Seminary,
and she completed a fellowship in preaching and ethics at Cambridge
University, England. She served for two years as a pastor in southern
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California before moving to Bangladesh, where she lived for seven years writing, producing, and directing
videos for organizations working in poverty alleviation. Debbie also served for the last four years as a state
senator representing Chittenden County. She can be reached through the church office or by email at
ingramdeb@comcast.net.
Thank you, Pastor Andi Lloyd
The United Church of Hinesburg was fortunate to have Andi Lloyd as a field
education student beginning last September. During the last eight months,
Andi has lead worship, worked with committees, met with Pastor Jared for
weekly reflection, and hosted several adult faith formation groups. She has
blessed our church and community with her hard work, thoughtfulness, and
ability to minister to us during this pandemic time.
In her first career, Andi was a professor of biology and environmental
studies at Middlebury College, where she joined the faculty in 1996. In
addition to teaching, Andi served as the Dean of the Faculty at Middlebury
from 2012 through June, 2019. Andi has now finished her second year of
seminary at Yale Divinity School and will conclude her time with us on Sunday, May 9th. Please take the time to
thank her for her time with us. She will be sorely missed!
As a sign of our gratitude and hope for her future in ordained ministry in the United Church of Christ, we offer
Andi Lloyd the gift of two clergy stoles. The first, (green) is a preaching stole and depicts the many aspects and
seasons of pastoral ministry. The second stole (purple) is a travel stole used by chaplains and officiants in
pastoral care settings.
Thank you Barbara Forauer for creating these wonderful gifts on behalf of the United Church of Hinesburg.

Climate Justice
With the movement in other religious organizations for “climate justice,” it seems we at the United Church
might want to explore what form this might take for us. Taking action, effective action, to aid Mother Earth is
well underway around the world, as evidenced by this posting at GreenFaith.org—https://greenfaith.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/04/TheTimeIsNowEng.pdf, and programs such as this one that Andi Lloyd helped
organize a few years ago at the UCC church in Middlebury, https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local3
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church-ministries/justice/faithful-action-ministries/environmental-justice/creation-justicechurches/how_it_works_becoming_a_creation_justice_church/
Please let me know if you would like to take part in exploring how we as a church might take action. I believe
that many of us have come to understand that time is running out for humans to take effective action to fight
climate changes that will undo the world as we know it, and which we and all creation need to thrive.
Kate Schubart, robart@gmavt.net

Hearts for Hunger Event May 1-31
The Missions committee is proud to announce the 9th year of this fun event to
address food insecurity in VT! Statistics during the pandemic show that 1 in 3
Vermonters are food insecure compared to 1-10 prior to pandemic.
Vermonters are facing a food crisis like never before. Let’s help!
This year we are happy to announce WALKING GROUPS as part of H4H. You
may walk as much as you like and your leader will set the pace according to
your abilities. No one will be left behind. It will be a fun way to gather after
this long year of separation!
May 1: Shelburne Farms @ 9:00 AM. Meet by the visitor sign. Leader: Lori McKenna
May 12: CVUHS @ 4:30. Meet in parking lot to the left as you enter on CVU road. Leader: Kristi Johnson
May 18: United Church of Hinesburg @ 11:00 AM. Leader: Lori McKenna
May 28: United Church of Hinesburg @ 6:00 PM. Leader: Katie Dooley Morris
May 29: Russell Trails @ 10:00 AM. Meet in parking lot behind St. Jude’s Church. Leader: Penny Grant
Hearts for Hunger has a long tradition of fundraising for food programs for children through the VT Foodbank.
To date our church has donated $51,000! Last year in our virtual event, we were able to raise $6,025. This
year’s event will also be virtual and will be by donation. Walkers and runners can walk/run ANYTIME and post
their pictures (optional) on the H4H Facebook page. Sign up to donate here:
https://heartsforhunger5k.redpodium.com/virtual2021 or through the Donate page on the church website
(www.ucofh.org). Every little bit helps feed children in VT.
Thank you, congregation, for supporting this very important mission. Food equity is a social justice principle.

Stewardship
We are extremely grateful to all who have continued to support the work of our church
during the pandemic financially and through service. We are especially grateful to those of
you who have been able to increase your regular monthly donation amounts over the past
few months.
Our annual appeal was held in March this year, ending on Palm Sunday. Pastor Andi’s
homily that day, entitled “Behind the Scenes” and based on Mark 11:1-11, was a message
about discipleship and service, which also speaks to stewardship. With Pastor Andi’s permission, below is an
excerpt from her homily.
I called Pastor Jared last Friday. “What’s new in ministry?” I asked him. “I’m elbow deep in lasagna,” he
said cheerfully.
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I’m guessing several of you were in a similar state right about then: elbow deep in lasagna, on the eve of
our community supper. There’s nothing especially glamorous about lasagna. But that behind-the-scenes
work made possible a warm, home-cooked meal for beloved members of our community.
Sometimes discipleship looks like walking dusty streets of some small town to borrow a donkey. And
sometimes discipleship looks a lot like lasagna.
Or like fixing the boiler one weekend when it breaks during a cold snap.
Or spending a sunny spring day sorting ancient files and antique office supplies in the church’s office.
Or weeding the flower beds by the sign out front, so that the church says “welcome” to all who pass by.
Or doing what we do every week and what we’ve been doing in the stewardship campaign that ends
today: offering as generously as we can of what we have so that this church can continue to do Jesus’
work in this world.
Feeding our neighbors.
Welcoming the stranger.
Fixing what’s broken.
Giving of what we have.
Lives of service.
Much of it out of view.
None of it particularly glamorous.
And all of it matters.
And all together?
It makes something beautiful: church, beloved community, “a beacon of love in rural Vermont.”

May/June Worship at UCH
Visit the website for links to Sunday worship services or watch for the information in the weekly update and the
Sunday morning email.

Past Livestream Services
Were you unable to attend a Sunday service? Do you want to experience one again? Access our entire library
of past worship services from the church website, www.ucofh.org, (from the Covid Worship dropdown menu
select Past Livestream Services and click the Vimeo link) or go directly to the link by clicking here.
Vimeo allows you to speed up or slow down the playback speed for all or portions of the video. Click on the
gear icon and select a speed from the pop-up box.

gear icon
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Financial Update
Quarterly Financial Summary
Below is a summary of church budgeted income and expenses through March 31, 2021 for the fiscal
year which began July 1, 2020.
Income
Expenses

Fiscal YTD

% of Budget

$111,710
$115,281

74%
76%

Please let me know if you have any questions or would like additional detail.
Yvonne Whitaker, Treasurer

2020 Annual Audit
Barbara Herrington has completed an audit of the church’s financial and computer practices. The church
transitioned to a July to June fiscal year in 2020; this audit covered January to December. A six-month audit for
January to June, 2021 will be completed later this year. There were no audit findings.
The audit, which follows accepted practices from the United Methodist Local Church Audit Guide, is designed to
ensure that our procedures are adequate and that they are followed, included the following:


Financial reporting: assure that appropriate processes such as bank reconciliation and reporting are
carried out consistently, and reports are accurate.



Trustee fund accounting and reporting: assure that use of Trustees funds was appropriate and the legal
reporting obligations were met.



Financial and computer processes: a thorough review of financial and computer practices using an
Internal Controls checklist provided by the UMC, modified as appropriate for use at the United Church.

Many thanks to Barbara for performing this important work on behalf of the church. If you have any questions
about the audit or if you are interested in seeing the complete report, please contact me or Barbara.
Yvonne Whitaker, Treasurer

Property and Grounds
Lawn Mowing Schedule
Thank you to our faithful lawn mowers! The May and June volunteers are:
May 6 – May 12
May 13 – May 19
May 20 – May 26
May 27 – June 2

Yvonne Whitaker
David Blanck
Chip Foutz
Andy Seaton

June 3 – June 9
June 10 – June 16
June 17 – June 23
June 24 – June 30

David Eddy
Wes Ashe
Andy Seaton
Matt Sayre
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Church Work Day
The Trustees are organizing a May work day (half day) and are looking for volunteers to help. Possible activities
include:





Put up shelving in Jared's office and the
church office
Rake and cleanup playground area
Seal cracks in concrete slab at entrance to
church
Edge sidewalk







Remove sediment by culvert
Deep clean kitchen
Clean Parish House windows
Vacuum flies and clean windows in the
church
Replace ladder to attic

Please contact Andy Seaton at aseaton@pcconstruction.com or 999-7598 (email is preferable) if you are willing
to help. The date of the work day will be determined based on the availability of volunteers.

Community News
The Red Cross is holding a blood drive at the church on Friday, June 4th from
noon to 5:00 PM. Sign up at: www.redcrossblood.org and roll up your
sleeve!

The United Church of Hinesburg
Pastor: Reverend Jared M. Hamilton
Pastor’s Email: revjared@gmavt.net
Administrative Support: Yvonne Whitaker
Office Email: unitedchurch@gmavt.net
Office Phone: 802-482-3352
Office Hours: Call or email for us during the pandemic
Website: www.ucofh.org
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10570 Route 116 – PO Box 39
Hinesburg, Vermont 05461

TO:

Please help keep our records current by contacting the UCH Office with changes to your e-mail or mailing address. Thank you!
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