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Our afternoon locations varied. At Martha’s Table, we helped folks navigate the food pantry where fresh
produce was handed out to over 600 people. At D.C. Central Kitchen, we packed over 1,300 individual meals
to distribute to nearby agencies. The Capital Area Foodbank had us work on a conveyor belt, packing over 328
boxes of shelf-stable groceries to distribute to food-insecure elderly in D.C., Maryland, and Virginia. We made
lunch for the community at Charlie’s Place and heard from their Executive Director, who was once homeless in
D.C. At the end of each day, we met with our YSOP coordinators to reflect on the work, our experiences, and




core issues facing the people we worked with. When we had free time, we explored the National Mall, went
to museums, and watched scary movies at our apartment.

I am proud of the six young people who went on this trip. They worked hard, each offering 30 hours of
volunteer service during the week. They got along, were silly, and supported one another when the work
became challenging and the days got long. They will share their experiences at our 10 AM Sunday Service on
September 20th.
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Service-learning is a form of experiential learning that engages students in activities that address human,
community, and environmental needs while offering opportunities to reflect on those experiences and topics.
The focus is on providing meaningful service and learning opportunities. The beneficiaries are both those
being served and those doing the serving. Using this model in a location unfamiliar to the
student/provider/young person deepens the learning experience and sparks fresh ideas for meeting needs in
our hometowns. This is what HYP is all about.

This was my 8th HYP trip through the United Church of Hinesburg. Over the years, we’ve explored community
issues that affect rural settings and urban settings. Housing insecurity exists in every setting, but it can take
different shapes in urban areas than in rural, small towns like Hinesburg. Folks facing housing insecurity may
have the same hope — to have secure and safe housing — but face different obstacles based on their setting.
The same is true for other important issues like education, access to clean water, healthy food, meaningful
work, and finding community. Over the years, our young people have encountered people who share the
same hopes. They have also gained a better understanding of the complexities of turning those hopes into
realities. All this while making life a little better for someone else. This type of work helps grow our young
people into thoughtful, empathic, hard-working, justice-oriented adults.

We place a lot on the shoulders of our young people — the future. They inherit a world that they did not
create, but will have to live in, share with others, and protect. They give us hope that the problems facing us
right now will not always be problems. Programs like the Hinesburg Youth Project strengthen young people
for the work ahead. | am thankful that this faith community has supported these young people, and many
others, over the years to address our deepest issues with courage, competence, and strength.

The Hinesburg Youth Project (HYP) is a non-denominational/interfaith/no-faith service-learning group of the
United Church of Hinesburg. It is open to youth in grades 6-12 from Hinesburg, Vermont, and the surrounding
towns. This group has been meeting since 2015 to explore social and environmental justice issues, world
religions and faith practices, and community service.



By the Numbers:
e 8 service-learning trips since 2015
o New York City, Boston 3x, Puerto Rico, Orland, Maine, Western Massachusetts, Washington,
D.C.
e 49 different youth participants from Hinesburg, Charlotte, Bristol, Shelburne, Starksboro, and Erie,
Pennsylvania
e 16 adult volunteers/leaders
e 27 different agencies/organizations where volunteer hours were provided
e ~ 2,765 volunteer service hours served

Fall Adult Faith Formation Programs
Book Group with Pastor Jared

Group Discussion Dates:

o September 27 —11:30 am: Wendell Berry
e October 25 —-11:30 am: Hope in the Dark — By Rebecca Solnit
e December 6 —11:30 am: The Beginning Comes After the End — By Rebecca Solnit

Our Fall reading group series returns this September with a review of Wendell Berry, who passed away
recently, and a deeper dive into the works of Rebecca Solnit.
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Wendell Berry:
Wendell Berry passed away on August 31st at the age of 92. He was one of my heroes. A writer, lecturer,

and farmer, Berry had a profound way of describing the challenges and commitments of living in
community, and living with a sense of place.

A lifelong person of faith, Berry’s writings are woven with religious imagery, occasionally sounding “biblical”
in their call for hope and trust (what builds community), and their judgment of greed and corruption (what
destroys community).

We will begin our Fall Reading Series with an overview of Berry and two short readings. “Wendell Berry’s
Vision of a Sacred World” by Norman Wirzba provides an overview of Berry’s life and impact. The
“Foreword” from Ellen F. Davis’s Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture is my favorite writing by Berry, and
sums up his understanding of faith in his own words. “Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front” is one
of his more famous poems, a real treat!

You can find packets with these readings at the back of the sanctuary and in the church office. Feel free to
bring your favorite Wendell Berry reading or poem to our discussion group on Sunday, September 27th at
11:30 am in Osborne Hall.

Rebecca Solnit
| came across Rebecca Solnit’s writings a few years ago at a presentation on “Spiritual Resources for Eco-
Crisis” led by Justin Klassen. Wonderfully, Klassen connected the works of Wendell Berry and Solnit,
highlighting their shared concepts of “rest” and “resistance” and their shared praise of joy as a powerful
tool. Solnit writes:

Joy doesn’t betray but sustains activism. And when you face a politics that aspires to make you fearful,
alienated, and isolated, joy is a fine act of insurrection.

Solnit is not a religious writer. She writes about political resistance, protest, solidarity, imagination, and
sustained action in a world that is built by real people in real time. With that in mind, I've found that
Rebecca Solnit’s writings carry several religious themes worthy of deeper exploration.

Hope in the Dark (Haymarket Books; 2016, 142 pages), a powerful meditation on activism, uncertainty, and
the possibility of change. Solnit shows why hope is not passive optimism but a reason to act—even when the
future is unclear and progress feels impossible. A discussion group will meet Sunday, October 25 at 11:30
am in the Osborne Hall.

$12 through UCH; also available on Kindle and audiobook.

Published this year, The Beginning Comes After the End (Haymarket Books; 2026, 131 pages), Rebecca Solnit
offers a powerful reframe of our era’s most daunting crises, arguing that what feels like a terminal
breakdown is often the fertile ground for necessary, transformative change. A discussion group will meet on
Sunday, December 6 at 11:30 am in the Osborne Hall.

$12 through UCH; also available on Kindle and audiobook.



HOMECOMING!
Sunday, September 13

Join us for the start of a new program year!

Celebrate the return of the choir and the restart of our children's
programs, and enjoy a barbecue lunch after the service.

Join us for

Homecoming Sunday
September 13, 2026
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Religious Education

It’s hard to believe that summer is ending and we’re about to start our program year again already! Where
did the time go? Hopefully, our Sunday School kids are enjoying being back in school, connecting with friends
they haven’t seen in months and excited to jump back into all their school subjects and activities.

Our Children’s Programming team met a few times over the summer to plan for the coming year and to spark
our imaginations about how the Sunday School program could evolve. We discussed ways to make the
offerings on Sunday morning fun and engaging for both older and younger kids, incorporating time in worship,
play/hands-on activities, music, religious curriculum, ecology and social justice lessons, and service projects.
In addition, we explored ideas for relationship-building outside of Sunday morning, connecting our kids with
one another and with the wider community.

The program year begins on Sunday, September 13th with our annual Homecoming Sunday celebration. The
kids will start out in church and will gather in Osborne Hall after the Children’s Message for some get-to-know-
you activities. After church, in place of our usual coffee hour fare, we are reviving an old tradition: a kick-off
barbecue, with hamburgers, hotdogs, drinks, salads and desserts. Please sign up to contribute a salad at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0CACAEAC23A57-65446543-homecoming.

Children aged pre-K to 5th grade are welcome to join us in Sunday School. We
will start the year focusing on the Lord’s Prayer, a central feature of our
weekly worship service. Lessons will help the kids understand the meaning of
this prayer that we recite in church and at the start of each Sunday School
session, exploring our connectedness with each other and with God.

To register your child for Sunday School, please complete the registration form found on the Children’s
Program page of the church website: https://www.ucofh.org/childrens-programs.html. We will have hard
copies available on Homecoming Sunday for anyone who has not already completed it online.

Contact Heather Roberts at uchsundayschool@gmail.com if you have any questions or if you are interested in
sharing your time or talents with our Sunday School. We welcome participation in our program from any and
all members of our church community!

Heather Roberts and Eileen Ashe, Team Co-Leaders
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Goals for 2026-2027

Each year the UCH Board of Directors establishes a set of goals for the church program year. In July, our Board
met in retreat and decided to focus our efforts as a church in three areas:

Goal 1: Support the multi-generational aspect of the faith community with particular emphasis on the need to
strengthen our children’s programming.

During the program year, we will work to increase attendance in our children’s programs, add new families to
our participants list, and develop new leaders to help carry out children’s programming.

Goal 2: Develop a plan to renovate Osborn Parish Hall to make the space more accessible, comfortable,
attractive, and useful.

An Ad Hoc Committee with representation from all areas of the church will begin meeting in September to
determine priorities for the renovation and a plan to finance the work.

Goal 3: Financial Sustainability

Over the past several years, UCH has operated with deficit budgets that rely on special donations late in the
year and/or an especially good year for our investments. While we have managed adequately from year to
year, the ideal would be to operate with a balanced budget and confidence that we have the resources to hire
additional staff. As a first step, the Board will define what a financially sustainable future means as part of
UCH’s development of long-term strategic goals.

While the various committees and ministry teams of the church will have team goals they work to carry out
through the year, we hope that each committee and team will consider how they might contribute to meeting
these church-wide goals. A church-wide discussion of our goals will be held this fall.

Barbara Herrington, Chair, Board of Directors

Finance

We began the July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026 fiscal year with an estimated gap of just over $26,000 between our
income and expenses. Thanks to the generosity of our church community through offerings, very successful
Holiday Bazaar and Plant Sale fundraisers, and keeping expenses at or below budget, we were able to close
the gap, ending the year with income just $199 short of expenses.

The FY27 (July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027) budget passed by the Board of Directors is a deficit budget once again.
The Finance Committee will continue to provide quarterly updates of income and expenses during a worship
service and in newsletters.

A member of the Finance Committee (Ellen Dooley, David Eddy, Jon Trefry and Yvonne Whitaker) will be
happy to answer questions about the church finances.



Property

The display of colorful zinnias, with the pink blossoms of the hydrangeas rising up
behind them, is stunning. Many thanks to the gardeners, Howdy Russell, Sally and
John Mead, Anne Donegan, and the other green thumbs in our congregation who
keep the gardens tended and welcoming.

Wetland Restoration and the Green Space

The ‘Green Space’, located in the corner behind the church and beside the
Osborne Parish Hall, is taking shape now that the wetland restoration work is
complete. The semi-circular stone sitting wall that will border a labyrinth has
been built; remaining work to be done this fall includes the terrace circle, site
work to create a swale, a path to the parking lot, and planting trees.

The design calls for 15 trees to be planted along the path and to the east of the
stone wall. The site and stone work is being paid for with donations made in memory of Paul Eddy, Sandy
White, Ezra Pouech, and others. We need to raise $1,700 to purchase the trees that will be planted by
volunteers.

If you would like to make a donation, please make a check out to the United Church with “trees” in the memo
line. Put your check in the offering plate, or drop it off or mail it to the church office. You can also make an
online donation at https://secure.myvanco.com/YN6X/campaign/C-16J6D
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Hospitality and Member Care

Our goal is to continue to provide a welcoming and caring place by sharing love, support and kindness.

Coffee Hour after Church
We greatly appreciate the monthly volunteer teams and substitutes who prepare a beautiful reception space and food
for all to enjoy after Church. Coffee hour is a joyful social time to connect with others while partaking in delicious
snacks together. Laughter and happy chatter can be heard from adults and children. If you would like to join a
monthly team or be an occasional substitute in preparing or serving Coffee Hour, please speak with Carla or Lisa.

Orientation for Newcomers and Potential New Members is planned for this fall
This is for those who may be relatively new or not — maybe you’ve been attending church and/or participating in
various events for a while and have not been part of a formal orientation or celebration process. This orientation
event is a wonderful, informal opportunity to learn more about the United Church of Hinesburg and ask questions. If
you choose to officially join the Church, and want to participate in a celebration, New Member Sunday will be held a
few weeks later.

A Nourishing Space

On the second Sunday each month (except September) from noon to 3:00pm, all are
invited to join others from the community in the Parish Hall for a time to slow down,
breathe, relax, create and simply be in community. Different modalities are offered,
including Reiki sessions provided by Reiki Institute of Vermont (appointments can be (
made in advance here), guided meditation (~12:10 & ~2:30), gentle movement (~1:00), - 49, v‘ A
and healing/exploratory sound (~2:00). You are also welcome throughout the time to Mefffuaﬂ w =
engage in art or journaling, gentle stretching; materials and prompts are provided. Or P—es

simply bring a book to read quietly. You are welcome to attend for the whole time or s

arrive anytime when you wish and stay as long as you wish. Donations are received with
gratitude. We hope you will join us to unwind and relax in a nourishing space.

Sunshine/Pastoral Care
Please reach out to Pastor Jared, Carla or Lisa should you or someone in our church community become ill, had an
accident, a celebration such as the birth of a child/grandchild or a family wedding, or someone in your family passes
away. There are many ways we care for one another from cards, calls to visits and prayers.

Celebration of Life and Funeral Receptions
Thea Gaudette is the coordinator for this important and caring time for the families. If you would like to help in the
preparation for these receptions, please connect with Thea at theagaudettel@outlook.com.

Carla Wuthrich (ccwuthrich50@gmail.com, 802-734-1227) and Lisa Zengilowski, (Izengilowski@yahoo.com, 802-734-
5014), Team Co-Leaders

Missions and Social Justice

The Missions and Social Justice Ministry Team ended last fiscal year with a balance of close to $700 in
budgeted funds, which we were pleased to transfer to the youth service trip account. We also released a
reserve from the Hearts for Hunger fundraising of several years ago to the VT Foodbank, and we gave 8th
grader Piper Wilson $100 for her drive to collect period supplies. We began this fiscal year with a donation of
$300 to Project Hope for Dignity packets for the refugee women in Gaza.

The Little Free Pantry has had a successful summer! We have expanded our offerings to feed our community
by:

e securing two grants to provide fresh produce several times per week

e distributing produce donations from our community
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e serving nutritious meals and supporting community gatherings twice a month with the Little Free
Meals

e stocking the pantry daily with items such as cereals, canned food, healthy snacks, pastas and sauces
and coffee/tea

e providing fresh eggs

Produce bins and a cooler are set out every Wednesday and Friday for locals to donate their extra produce.

Please keep the Little Free Pantry in mind as the giving season approaches. Thank you for your help with our
neighbors in need.

The Missions and Social Justice Team will hold a retreat with Pastor Jared on November 7. November will also
see our Tourtiere preparations and online sales - looking forward to another lucrative sellout! We are very
grateful for all the support from the congregation.

Lori McKenna and Cathy Foutz, Team Co-Leaders, and Dawn Francis (LFP)

Holiday Bazaar

Mark your calendars for our annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, November 21st. We will
solicit donations for the bake sale and the luncheon closer to that date, but it’s not too early to
start thinking about donations of items you no longer use that would be suitable for
Grandmother’s Attic, the Jewelry Corner, and making handmade arts and crafts items. Below
are donation suggestions and guidelines.

= Grandmother's Attic

Please donate only items that you would re-gift to a family member or that you would buy at
this type of event. You may bring in your donations now and leave them on the stage in the
hall.

Jewelry Corner

Most of the shoppers in line when the doors open make a beeline for the Jewelry Corner! Jewelry is a significant portion
of our total sales. If you are ready to part with some pieces from your jewelry box, please think of us. You may bring
your pieces to the church office or give them directly to Dianne Hall, Lia Cravedi or Bonnie Farrow.

Arts and Crafts
Handmade items are a holiday shopping favorite. Suggestions are listed below. Please plan on bringing your items,
marked with a price, on Friday, November 20th.

Holiday: Stockings, tree skirts, ornaments, mantle and table decor, wall hangings, and anything else festive and fun
for Christmas or Thanksgiving.



Gifts: Hats, mittens, scarves, sweaters, quilts, wall hangings, hand-crafted jewelry, tote-bags, reusable shopping

bags, and other items you enjoy making. Stocking stuffers or small gifts for a co-worker, babysitter, bus driver, or
friend are also popular.

For the Table: Placemats, napkins, table runners, centerpieces, aprons, and decorative items.

Ideas, Suggestions, or Want to Help?
If you have ideas or suggestions for the bazaar, or if you would like to be involved, please contact Yvonne Whitaker.

Let’s make this another banner year!

Community News
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Tour of UCH Wetland Restoration, Plant Identification and

o Introduced Species Removal
g&}?ﬁgﬂ Monday, September 28 ~ 5:00-6:30pm

The Lewis Creek Association will host a brief tour of the newly restored wetland behind the church with Jessica
Louisos, Water Resources Engineer at SLR Consulting, and LCA staff. After the tour they will identify native

and introduced plant species with LCA’s Andrea Morgante, and remove the phragmites that threatens to
invade the wetland.

There will be the opportunity to learn the phragmites spading technique and help remove this introduced
species. There will be a few spades on hand, but please bring if you have them: flat-edged spades (not
pointed shovels), loppers/shears, and gardening or utility gloves. Register today at bit.ly/wetlandtour plants
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Church Membership

Are you interested in becoming a member of the United Church?

Joining a church is one way of acknowledging the bond between individuals and a
community of faith. When new members join, the entire community pledge their
g ~ care, support and commitment to the new member, who does the same.

| If you are new to the United Church of Hinesburg and are interested in learning more

about the church and/or joining as a member, please contact Pastor Jared at
reviared@gmavt.net or the church office at 802-482-3352 or
unitedchurch@gmavt.net

Calendar

To view the full church calendar, click here

Friday, September 11 & 24 ~ 5:30 — 7 ~ Little Free Meal
Saturday, September 19 ~ 10 — 2 ~ Hinesburg Fall Fest
Sunday, September 27 ~ 11:30 — 12:30 ~ Book Group
Friday, October 9 & 23 ~ 5:30 — 7 ~ Little Free Meal

Sunday, October 11~ 12 to 3 ~ A Nourishing Space
Saturday, October 17~ 9 to 11 ~ Friends of Families Clothing Swap
Sunday, October 25 ~ 11:30 - 12:30 ~ Book Group

Sunday, November 8~ 12 to 3 ~ A Nourishing Space
Thursday, November 12 ~ 1 to 5:30 ~ Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday, November 13 & 27 ~ 5:30 — 7 ~ Little Free Meal
Saturday, November 21 ~9 to 1 ~ Holiday Bazaar

Sunday, December 6 ~ 11:30 — 12:30 ~ Book Group

Friday, December 11 ~ 5:30 — 7 ~ Little Free Meal

Sunday, December 13~ 12 to 3 ~ A Nourishing Space
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Donating to the United Church of Hinesburg
and Updating Your Automatic Donation

Thank you for your continued support of our church. If you are not taking advantage of the
convenience and ease of electronic giving, we encourage you to consider it. Set up a one-
time or monthly donation from a bank account or with a credit card by scanning the QR

; code with your phone or going to the Donate page on the church website,
www.ucofh.org/donate.

If you make an automatic donation to the church from a bank account or with a credit card and would like
to change the amount or the account, how you set up your donation will determine how you accomplish
that:

e If you used your bank’s bill pay system, contact your bank
e If you completed a form authorizing Vanco, our payment processing service, to pull the funds from
your bank account, submit a new form (available from the church office)
e If you set up your donation through the Donate page on the church website
(www.ucofh.org/donate):
o loginto your account and click Profile
o click the Edit button below your scheduled transaction
o make your changes, and save.

If you have any questions about electronic giving or your donations, contact the church office.

Contact Information

The United Church of Hinesburg

Mailing Address: PO Box 39, Hinesburg, VT 05461
www.ucofh.org

Church Office
unitedchurch@gmavt.net 802-482-3352
Office Hours: Monday 9 to noon

Pastor
Reverend Jared M. Hamilton revjared@gmavt.net
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9 to noon, or by appointment

We are a welcoming and inclusive community where all are invited to connect, serve, worship,
celebrate, learn, and grow with God's help.
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