Newsletter – Summer 2022
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Sunday worship will be a little different this July and August. Each week we will
explore a topic or question that was suggested by members of the congregation.
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Here’s a list of topics for this seven-week worship series:

Trustees and 4th of July
Library Book Sale
p. 3
Governance and Bylaws
Update
p. 4
Mission & Social Justice
p. 4-5
SCHIP Grant Info
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July 3rd – “Sacrifice”
What role does sacrifice play in a Christian life?
July 10th – “Christian Living”
“How to act like a Christian all day in all aspects of our lives i.e. not giving
the finger to the driver that cut you off.”
July 17th – “Green Faith”
“How can Green Faith be practiced here, and what are its roots in the
Bible?”

2022-2023 Narrative
Budget and Staffing
Update
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July 24th – “The Bible”
“How do we reconcile the Bible as the word of God with all that is wrong in
it, particularly the Old Testament?”

June 7th Blood Drive
Information
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July 31st – “How to Make an Impact”
“If we are feeling overwhelmed, what steps can we take to be a positive
face in our community?”
August 7th - “Baptism”
“Baptism – what is the significance, why is it a sacrament; why do we
require it for membership in our church?”

This I Believe
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August 14th – “Theodicy”
“I often get asked as a Christian how do I reconcile all that is going on in
the world. How can God let this happen if he knows all?”
Join us Sundays at 10 AM as we explore these important topics and check out our full Summer Calendar of
events here below.

UCH and Community Calendar
Sunday, July 3rd at 10 AM – The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday July 3rd from 5-8 PM – Carpenter Carse Library Book Sale in the Parish Hall
Monday, July 4th Office Closed – Fourth of July Observance
Monday, July 4th from 9 AM – 2 PM – Carpenter Carse Library Book Sale in the Parish Hall
Thursday, July 7th from 12:30 PM to 6 PM – Red Cross Blood Drive in the Parish Hall
Thursday, July 7th from 5 – 6:30 PM – Volunteer Opportunity with the New Community Project in Starksboro
Friday, July 8th at 12 PM – Senior Meals in the Parish Hall
Sunday, July 10th at 10 AM – The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Worship
Monday, July 11th from 1 – 3 PM – WIC Voucher Distribution in the Parish Hall
Thursday, July 14th from 5 – 6:30 PM – Volunteer Opportunity with the New Community Project in Starksboro
Sunday, July 17th at 10 AM – The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Worship
Sunday, July 24th at 10 AM – The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Worship
Sunday, July 31st at 10 AM – The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Worship
Sunday, August 7th at 10 AM – The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Worship
Saturday, August 13th at 3 PM – Rev. Wayne Schwab Memorial Service and Reception
Sunday, August 14th at 10 AM – The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost Worship
August 20th at 3 PM – Bouffard/Duda Wedding in the Sanctuary
Sunday, August 21st at 10 AM – The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Worship
Sunday, August 28th at 10 AM – The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Worship
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From the Trustees
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Thanks to all the mowers for your efforts and patience while the mower was being repaired.
Parish Hall Roof: We will be replacing the shingles on the parish house roof in July (exact date not determined
yet). The replacement will take 1-2 days and no one can be inside the parish house while the work takes place.
We will let you know when the replacement work is scheduled with the contractor.
Sanctuary Steps: The church steps will also be replaced sometime over the summer thanks to a generous
donation from a parishioner.

Sanctuary Sound System: We have a plan in place to replace the sanctuary’s sound system. The new sound
system will remove the issues we’ve faced with dropped reception from wireless microphones, provide a
better-quality sound, and enable a crisper audio recording of our services. Supply chain issues have slowed
down our progress on this project, but we hope the new system will be in place by late summer/early fall.
Two large projects with details to come a little later:
Baptist Lot: We continue to work with the USDA to finalize the easement for a large portion of the
Baptist Lot. This will conserve that portion of the land as a wetland. We are working with the town on a
couple of boundary issues and hope to have those resolved in 2-3 months.
Lewis Creek Association (LCA) has received approval for a grant of up to $183,250 from Watersheds
United Vermont to restore a portion of the old soccer field behind the parish house to wetlands. We will
be working with the LCA over the next several months to obtain bids for the work. The work will most
likely take place over the next year.
Please contact Andy Seaton if you have any questions or would like more information.

Library Book Sale! July 3rd and 4th
This year’s book sale will take place on Sunday, July 3rd from 5-8 pm & Monday, July
4th from 9am-2pm at the United Church Osborne Parish Hall (with a break for parade
watching).
There will be great books, raffle prizes, and more! All proceeds benefit the
Carpenter-Carse Library.

Governance and Bylaws Update
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The Church Council recently voted to approve a set of revised bylaws to be presented to the church
membership for adoption at the Annual Meeting, which will be held in September. Bylaws are not apt to be the
first thing that comes to mind when thinking about church. They are, however, the driving force that helps a
church run smoothly.
As background, in 2018 the Visioning Team identified challenges with our current bylaws, including our ability
to make timely decisions, rotating individuals into leadership positions, and lack of flexibility in our committee
structure. After investigating what other churches were doing, an eight-member Steering Committee (including
Pastor Jared as a non-voting member) was formed to make decisions that did not require Council action under
our current bylaws.
The Steering Committee model allowed us to test a different governance structure while our current bylaws
were in place. On a parallel path, a small team that included Pastor Jared, Barbara Herrington, Andi Lloyd, Keith
Roberts, Mary Eddy Stewart and Yvonne Whitaker, began the process of developing new bylaws, drawing in
part from the investigations of what worked well at other churches.
After many months of thoughtful discussions and countless drafts we now have a set of proposed bylaws to
present to the membership this fall. The proposed bylaws make a clear distinction between governance and
ministry. Governance includes a Board of Directors, the executive authority of the church, with rotating terms
of office, and term-limited Operating Committees (Finance, Stewardship, Personnel, Property, and Nominating).
Ongoing ministry teams, which will report to the Pastor, will perform the core functions of Worship, Christian
Education, Youth, Membership Care, and Missions. Ad hoc ministry teams may be formed around specific
projects of interest to members of the congregation and aligned with the church’s mission.
Additional information will be provided to the congregation prior to the annual meeting vote. If you would like
an advance copy of the proposed bylaws, email your request to the church office (unitedchurch@gmavt.net).

Missions & Social Justice
“It’s not how much we give, but how much love we put into giving.”
–Mother Theresa

Where were you 10 years ago? What commitments did you have? The UCH Hearts for Hunger 5K walk/run
event began a decade ago! At first it was a small idea with big enthusiasm behind it. Then it evolved into a
bigger event with bigger ideas and bigger outcomes. All to benefit the Vermont Foodbank’s Backpack Food
Program. Many of you have been participating for years – walking, running, or standing at the finish line
encouraging other, or the many tasks in between.
To date this event has raised $57,000+. Help us reach $60,000! This is likely going to be the last year of the
event. We seek new leadership with the event and as of yet, no one has expressed interest. We welcome any
inquiries or suggestions to move this very important event to address childhood hunger in VT forward.
Thank you for your support!

Connect Further on Social Justice Issues
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Responses to the overturning of Roe v. Wade
The Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ is compiling a number of local response events to the
overturning of Roe v. Wade. To get updates, sign up for their weekly updates at: https://bit.ly/3yCfrpS. See the
press release by the conference here: https://files.constantcontact.com/ba3c05f8001/8dba3167-5720-47889b6d-09738dd10a10.pdf

Spring SCHIP Grants Awarded
SCHIP (Shelburne, Charlotte, Hinesburg Interfaith Project) has announced its
Spring 2022 grant awards. Recent monies in the amount of $22,000 were
awarded to 13 non-profits in our towns that met the criteria of serving the
people of our communities in a variety of ways. The recipients for this cycle
included: Hinesburg Community School; Shelburne Craft School; Shelburne
Food Shelf; Carpenter-Carse Library; YMCA Camp; Vermont Parks Forever;
Hinesburg Artist Series; CVU Home School Fund; Stern Center; Hinesburg
Nursery School; JUMP; Common Roots; and Habitat for Humanity.
These awards are made possible as a result of SCHIP’s mission to raise funds
through the sale of donated, gently used clothing, household items,
accessories, art, and collectibles at its resale shop in the distinctive yellow
building on Route 7, next to the town offices. Since the first grants given in
April 2005, more than $801,000 has been distributed.
SCHIP accepts grant applications twice a year. The deadlines are April 15
and October 15 of each year. The maximum grant size is $3,000. Application forms are available on the
“Contacts” page at www.schipstreasure.org.

As a member of our communities, you too are an intimate part of our mission. Come shop, donate, volunteer,
and help us continue to meet our objectives for the future. For more information on grant recipients or the
organization, please visit our website (www.schipstreasure.org) or our Facebook page (SCHIP’s Treasure Resale
Shop) or call the shop for volunteer or donation inquiries at (802) 985-3595.
Our participating faith communities are: All Souls Interfaith Gathering, Shelburne; Ascension Lutheran Church,
South Burlington; Charlotte Congregational Church; Hinesburg United Church; Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic
Church, Charlotte; Shelburne United Methodist Church; St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, Shelburne; St.
Jude’s Catholic Church, Hinesburg; Trinity Episcopal Church, Shelburne.
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Stewardship and Finance
2022-23 Narrative Budget
Our church budget supports our vision “to build a more just, loving and
sustainable world through acts of fellowship, community service and joyful
worship”.
Budget $179,938

EXPENSES
Worship
52%
° Pastoral leadership
° Music director and accompanist
° Printed materials and worship resources

INCOME
Offering*
66%
Your generosity makes our church’s
ministry and mission possible.

Investments 21%
Income from unrestricted investments
that can be put toward church expenses
and restricted investments that can only
be used for specific purposes.
Fundraisers 9%
Projected income from the annual plant
sale, the church’s largest fundraiser.
Other 5%
Other income from various sources.
* Offering, given either in the offering plate or
electronically, is used to meet the cost of worship,
learning, communication & caring, and budgeted
missions & outreach expenses.
In addition, special appeals throughout the year
support missions projects such as the Little Free
Pantry which are not included in the budget.

Learning
14%
° Christian Education leadership
° Sunday School curriculum and supplies
Communications & Caring
20%
° Pastoral care visits and appointments; travel
expenses
° Weekly updates and monthly newsletters
° Website and communications software
Missions & Outreach 14%
° Donations to local, national and global
missions
° Conference (UCC, NEUMC, and ABC of
VT/NH) dues and mission shares
Costs for administrative support, utilities and
maintenance are shared equally by each of the
above categories.

Staffing and Office Hours
Barbara Haggard, who was the office administrator since September, 2021, resign in May. Pastor Jared and the
Staff Parish Relations Committee are working on a new job description for both the administrative and Christian
Education positions. More to come soon. For the time being, Yvonne Whitaker has stepped in to handle some
administrative duties on a volunteer basis, and Pastor Jared is taking on rest. Office hours are now Monday and
Wednesday, 9-12 PM or by appointment. If you need to connect with someone in the church office, you can still
call 802-482-3352 or email us at unitedchurch@gmavt.net.
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This I Believe
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As many of you may be aware, a subcommittee of the Worship Committee has been organizing a new kind of
service several times a year. These "This I Believe" services ask a couple parishioners each time to share their
thoughts on what it is that they personally believe. It is based on the idea that, even in one church community,
all our beliefs are not the same and that it is enriching of our faith community to share these personal beliefs. In
order to broaden the exposure to these ideas, we will start including one of these in each newsletter. We hope
that they encourage each of you to think about what it is that you personally believe and that you consider the
idea of sharing your thoughts in one of our upcoming services. Questions or thoughts can be directed to
Barbara Herrington, Joanne Russell or Howdy Russell.
This month’s reflection comes from Cathy Foutz.
I am Cathy Foutz, for those of you I have not yet met. I usually sit in a wonderful old
chair in the corner of the balcony… which used to be Johnny Mead’s seat. I feel like I
am honoring Johnny & Emma every Sunday! Plus I like the first row of the balcony
as I like to sing and CAN’T sing, so no one really has to hear me. And it’s been
amazing how much we hear our own voices with masks on….
And as chatty as I am, I am nervous to speak before a group, so please bear with me
– and excuse me that I have to read a lot of this.
I was so taken by Betsy Patrick’s presentation back in the Fall, as KINDNESS is one of my strongest beliefs as
well. Similarly, Debbie Ingram delivered a wonderful homily back in January on GRACE. I started writing for
today months ago, and have changed my focus several times, most recently in this past week. So I am going to
address HOPE – my third key belief – but in the process, I need to share a piece on ANGER.
Backing up, I “came of age” in the late 1960s and early 1970s, at a very difficult time for our country, and our
world. I grew up in Durham NH, home of UNH, and in a politically active family – as well as college community. I
have been having flashbacks to that time in the last few years – months – and now, weeks. I so recall one
terrible summer in 1967 of a mass shooting at the University of Texas, a murder in Detroit of 8 nurses, the
Vietnam war and protests (and with chagrin, lack of support for its returning veterans). In 1968, when Martin
Luther King Jr. was gunned down, I didn’t know who he was. But I learned… My friends and I laughed when
voting in a mock primary for long-shot Robert Kennedy that February; in June, I sobbed when he died. My life
changed a lot in 1968.
I also became more involved in my church in that time period – a church not unlike this one - influenced by a
wonderful, peaceful, KIND minister – and by UNH students who mentored our small youth group. As such, I
have been so impressed with the work Pastor Jared has done with youth in this community and beyond,
especially in the service trips.
Reverend Ed Meury loaned me Frederick Buechner’s book {apologies if I have mispronounced}, “Wishful
Thinking”. I want to share a few passages – which I wrote out in a little quote book [hold up] that I started in
my pre-teen years – and continue to add pieces of wisdom in, and share with others, to this day.
So back to this last week, and ANGER. I still have March for Our Lives signs in my apartment window, from a
bittersweet day in Boston. I won’t get into specifics on the last week… but that all-too-common “Enough is
Enough” phrase has indeed brought out my Anger.

9

However, Frederick Buechner wrote:
“Of the Seven Deadly Sins, anger is possibly the most fun. To lick your wounds, to smack your lips over
grievances long past, to roll over your tongue on the prospect of bitter confrontations still to come, to
savor to the last toothsome morsel both the pain you are given and the pain you are giving back – in
many ways it is a feast fit for a king. The chief drawback is that what you are wolfing down is yourself.
The skeleton at the feast is you.”

I have gone back to that piece over and over, with every instance of gun violence in particular. With every
action by narcissistic arrogant demagogues who do NOT look at KINDNESS and GRACE as the most important
human attributes. To male “leaders” trying to control women’s lives. To a monster dictator who has been trying
to take over an innocent country, and murder so many of its citizens. Sigh.
Now, GRACE: Defined as “courteous goodwill – to do honor or credit to someone by one’s presence – and,
Divine Grace: The influence which operates in humans to regenerate and sanctify, to inspire virtuous impulses,
and to impart strength to endure trial and resist temptation.”
Frederick Buechner wrote:
“Grace is something you can never get but only be given. The grace of God means something like: ‘Here
is your life. You might never have been, but you ARE because the party wouldn’t be complete without
you. Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Nothing
can separate us. It’s for you that I created the universe. I love you. There’s only one catch. Like any other
gift, the gift of Grace can be yours only if you’ll reach out and take it. Maybe being able to reach out and
take it is a gift too.”
So I go back to… HOPE. It was such an incredible word in this country only 15 years ago. It is the element, when
lost, that leads to so many suicides – the loss of Hope for one’s future. We must hold onto it – we must keep
that light in sight. We came through the dark days of some 50 years ago, through Hope – but it did take time. I
pray that these dark days now will eventually find that same peaceful path “out” – that good kind people will be
able to assert peace in our nation, that our leaders to take Grace to heart, that there will be no more mass
shootings, no more innocent lives lost – that real measures toward gun control will be enacted, that there will
be a resolution to the political divisiveness in our country, and that the strong people of Ukraine will be able to
save their homeland.
I leave you with my mantras: Hope, Grace, perhaps letting go of Anger, and: KINDNESS. As songwriter Jewel
once wrote: “In the End, Only Kindness Matters.”

Contact Information
The United Church of Hinesburg
Pastor: Reverend Jared M. Hamilton
Pastor’s Email: revjared@gmavt.net
Office Email: unitedchurch@gmavt.net
Office Phone: 802-482-3352
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9 am to noon, or by appointment
Website: www.ucofh.org
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10570 Route 116 – PO Box 39
Hinesburg, Vermont 05461

TO:

Please help keep our records current by contacting the UCH Office with changes to your e-mail or mailing address. Thank you!

