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Pastor’s Message
A Digital Cathedral?
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.”
				- Hebrews 10:24-25
I remember being hit over the head with the
above verses from the book of Hebrews growing
up. Whenever I didn’t want to go to our small
fundamentalist church, my mother would say,
“The Bible tells us not to forsake the assembly”
(She preferred the King James version). The
preacher also had a sermon or two each year
on the passage, and they could come out when
attendance began to drop off for one reason or
another. Over time, I associated this passage with
guilting folks into showing up for worship.
At its heart, however, this short exhortation is a
simple reminder that community is important,
and that encouragement comes from people in
that community. If we don’t show up, we miss the
encouragement others might bring us and the
possibility of lifting someone up with a listening
ear or a few kind words.

CONTACT US!

But how do we be in community during a
pandemic? This is the question I think about most
these days at UCH. How can we spur one another
to do good or encourage one another when we
can’t be physically present?
I’ve been amazed at how folks in the church have
worked to maintain connections through phone
calls, cards, texting, direct emails, email chains,
masked and socially distant in-person visits, and
social media. In the last several months, we’ve also
tried several ways of connecting: daily reflections
by email and mail, weekly check-ins, online Vesper
services, The UCH Podcast audio services, weekly
updates, and newsletters. As we realized that the
pandemic was more than a little blip in 2020, we’ve
worked to pull together Livestream services.
Andy Seaton took Jody Ciano, our administrator,
and me on a field trip in June to see Chris Dorman
at Bread and Butter Farms. Chris has played
during our services at UCH in previous years and
runs Music for Sprouts program online since
the beginning of the pandemic. His experience
and graciousness with all our questions were
immensely helpful. We also spoke with folks at
the Charlotte Congregational Church and the
Congregational Church of Middlebury about the
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logistics. They both recommended a “pre-recorded”
livestream. This format allows us to collect different
worship elements from people throughout our
congregation, so we can get more people involved
in worship.
Of course, there have been bumps along the road.
We’ve had to train ourselves on new hardware
and software, arrange recording times, and solve
countless compatibility, network, Wi-Fi, and
video interface issues. We even thought we had
everything lined up for a seamless transition from
the podcast to Livestream on June 19th, but alas,
it didn’t work. We did have our first Livestream
worship the next week, July 26th, and it was a
good first go.
Throughout preparing for these online worship
services, we’ve connected with readers and
liturgists, musicians and singers, computer
engineers, and denominational leaders. I’ve had
an opportunity to speak with more folks recently
because a simple question about audio interfaces
turns into a sort of reunion. I experienced relief at
the end of the first online service. I experienced
community in working on the service with others.
In her forward to Keith Anderson’s extremely
timely book, The Digital Cathedral, Elizabeth
Drescher describes the networks in which we
live, and how “each hub on the network [is] an
opportunity to engage the holy, to open my heart
to it and carry it with greater awareness into my
work week.” I wonder if it’s helpful for us to think
of ourselves as different hubs or nodes in a vast

network. Community, our human network isn’t
lost; it’s just being reconfigured right now. Because
of the constant changes in the pandemic and the
learning curves of technology, the network is still
being mapped, so we will encounter more bumps
in the road. But I’m convinced that we can spur
one another to do good and encourage each other
even today.
I end with two interactive possibilities. First, share
your ideas about how to better reconfigure our
network. We all have "pandemicked" now for four
months. How are you best connecting with family,
friends, loved ones, and essential services? Could
any of these connections apply to the way we
could do church? Share your thoughts with me at
revjared@gmavt.net.
Second, I’m finding The Digital
Cathedral fascinating, readable,
and timely. You can check it out
for yourself here. If you would be
interested in reading the book in a
book group (meeting by ZOOM or
in a small group using strict social
distance protocols), send me a quick email (again,
revjared@gmavt.net). If there’s enough interest,
we’ll get something up and running in the coming
weeks.
Blessings,
Pastor Jared

Lawn Mowers
Thank you to our faithful mowers for keeping the church grounds beautiful!
July 30 - Aug 5
Aug 6 -12		
Aug 13 -19		
Aug 20 -26		
Aug 27 - Sept 2
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Ken Cudney
David Eddy
Ellen Dooley
Chip Foutz
Phil Pouech

Please Welcome Andi Lloyd UCH’s Field Education Student
In her first career, she was a professor of biology
and environmental studies at Middlebury College,
where she joined the faculty in 1996. In addition
to teaching, Andi served as the Dean of the Faculty
at Middlebury from 2012 through June, 2019. In
her work as an ecologist, she studied the effects
of climate change on forests in Alaska and Siberia.
She has taught classes on plant ecology, evolution,
and climate change, and in recent years has teamtaught, with Rev. Andy Nagy-Benson, classes that
explore the theme of hope in a time of climate
change, interweaving theological and ecological
perspectives on climate change.
Beginning September 2nd, UCH will host a field
education student from the Yale Divinity School
for the program year. Andi Lloyd is entering her
second year of divinity school in the AndoverNewton Theological Seminary within the Yale
Divinity School. She is pursuing ordination in the
United Church of Christ. Andi is a member of the
Congregational Church of Middlebury and has
been a member-in-discernment with the Vermont
Conference of the UCC since November, 2018.
Ministry will be a second career for Andi.

Andi lives in Ripton with her husband, Tom Root,
who recently retired from a career as a professor
of neuroscience at Middlebury College. They share
three grown children. Andi’s son, Galen Fastie, just
graduated from Middlebury College with a major
in political science and theater and is planning to
attend law school in the near future. Tom's son,
Tik Root, is a journalist for the news organization
Newsy, based in Washington, D.C. His daughter,
Radhika Root, works in retail sales in New York. In
her spare time, Andi loves to garden, walk in the
woods, and bake (and eat) bread.

Finance and Stewardship
Mid-year statements were sent out in July, primarily by email. If you did not receive
your statement, or if you would like one that includes your donations to special funds
such as the Little Free Pantry, please contact the church office.
We plan to use email as much as possible for future contribution statement mailings
in order to save on printing and postage costs. If you would prefer to have your
statements mailed to you, we will gladly do so. Please contact the church office at
unitedchurch@gmavt.net.
Support for our church happens in many ways. While the focus of the mid-year statements is financial,
which is critical, we also recognize the contributions of time and talent that can't be quantified on a
statement but that enrich the church and our community.
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The Little Free Pantry - Missions and Social Justice Committee
The Multiple Layers to Food Insecurity
Many of you are likely aware that our Little Free Pantry mission has taken on
new dimensions during the public health emergency. With unemployment
so high, the need to address food insecurity in our community has
increased. We have purposefully attempted to shift this mission towards
more community involvement and sponsorship, while simultaneously
raising awareness of food insecurity in our community. This has clearly
become a community supported mission.
There have been many silver linings associated with the pantry over the past 4+ months that have
renewed faith in the caring that is so very evident in this community and beyond. People have regularly
dropped off food and monetary donations have steadily been received to keep the pantry as full as we
are able.
There are many people who check in often to ask how the pantry is faring and to offer their help: order
flour by the caseload? Sure. Play music and ask for donations for the pantry? Sure. Send in a portion of
my stimulus check? Yes. Can I make masks for the pantry? Yes. Can I bring dog food to the pantry? Of
course, please do. I own a catering business, shall I drop off baking supplies? Yes. My baby is turning one:
I’m asking for food for the pantry in lieu of birthday gifts. Wow! I’m heading to Costco, what does the
pantry need? Ah, lots of surplus food. It’s emptying out almost daily....
I have shared not a fraction of the goodwill presented to UCH. And the stories that people have told
about why the pantry matters to them abound. There are multiple layers to food insecurity. One such
story is shared, with permission, here.
“I will continue to bring things to the pantry (from my garden) as they appear, and of course I will
continue to send money. I really appreciate what you do. I think of the children, and the elderly and how
embarrassing it would be to have to ask for food. My mother Sarah, grew up in Dublin, Ireland, in the 20s
and 30s. It was a starvation situation, the depression had hit hard. Too many children, not enough money
for food. It was horrific, and it scarred my mother for life. So I grew up knowing about this and being
keenly aware of what it felt like to be hungry. Her mom died at age 38 of breast cancer, after having
given birth to 14 children, 7 of whom died of either measles or Diphtheria.”
Shared with permission by,
Kathleen Bruce RN, BSN,AB
With gratitude, Lori P. McKenna

We often receive wonderful notes
with Little Free Pantry donations
and thought we’d share this special
one with you.
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Working with New Community Project
Hello everyone,
I hope this note finds you well and healthy and
enjoying the summer despite the many challenges
and constraints from the pandemic.
With the pandemic everything has been moving
much more slowly than usual. That said, we do
now have the gardens all planted. We also have
the Wuthrich family signed up to work with us on
completing the greenhouse that was started last
fall and are hopeful to have the greenhouse up
and running by mid to late fall.
With the growing season now in full swing, and
no seasonal interns, we are in need of help with
routine garden maintenance and harvesting/
preparing of produce for our Food Pantry. Tasks
include hand management of bugs, weeding,
watering, and harvesting. Vegetables that are
harvested need cleaning and preparing for
distribution.
We are looking for individuals or families who
would be interested in helping NCP in this way. We
would provide all training, tools, and supplies. The
general time commitment would be for about an
hour for one person or about a half hour if there
were two people. We'd welcome any and all help
and that can include just a one-time effort or a
regular weekly session.
With the supplemental Federal unemployment
ended, we are anticipating an increase in demand
at our Food Pantry. Our gardens will be essential
in helping us provide local, nutrient dense
vegetables to our neighbors in need in the coming
weeks and months ahead. We will need all the

help we can get in order to finish the growing
season strong and harvest as much as we can.
Other areas where we have need for help include:
1) Drivers to help with pick up of our food
donation from Trader Joe's. In the past couple of
months, we've had our roster of drivers dwindle
from 3 to 1 owing to old trucks succumbing to
rust. We do food pickups on Saturday and Sunday
morning's at Trader Joe's and then deliver the food
to the First Baptist Church in Starksboro.
2) We are in the process of developing a Little Free
Pantry modeled after the very successful initiative
at the United Church of Hinesburg. We will be
looking for a person or persons with carpentry
skills to help us construct our pantry.
If you'd be interested and available to help with
any of these opportunities, please email me at
antosketchamncp@gmail.com or give me a call at
(802) 434-2333.
Thank you so much for your continued partnership
and support of New Community Project.
Pete Antos-Ketcham

Save the Date!
Join us for our Annual Chicken Pie Supper, which will be a "Grab and Go" (aka
take-out) event this year. More details to come in the upcoming weeks, but plan
on October 24th for this traditional meal!
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Congregation News
UVM graduate and UCH parishioner, Meg Little Reilly was featured
in the July Issue of UVM Today for her third novel, The Misfortunes of
Family, published this spring by Mira books, about the seemingly
picture perfect lives of a Massachusetts politician and his family.
Amazon boasts, “What brings a family together can also tear it apart.”
To read the UVM Today article, click here. To buy the book and support
our neighbor, go to Amazon or at your local bookstore.

Happy Birthday
August 6
Andy Seaton
August 9
Kristi Kilbride
August 8
Thomas Lian
August 10
Rosie Brien
		Sophie Brien
August 12
Joanne Russell
		Debbie Seaton
		Heidi Simkins
August 13
Meg Roberts
August 16
Julia Blanck
		Tim Riggs

Happy
Anniversary
August 03
August 07
August 15
August 16
August 17
August 19
August 31
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Andrew & Susan Lepple,
Leonard & Valerie Ducharme
Keith & Heather Roberts
Edward & Beth Sengle
Jean & Roderick Isham
Robert & Jennifer Lian
Charles & Marilyn Utter

August 17
Zachary Foutz
August 18
Parke, Renate
August 19
Gene Hall
		Daniel Spadaccini
August 22
Susan Lepple
		Sharlene Palmer
August 27
Sherrie Simmons
August 30
Rufus Patrick
August 31
Noel Petrie

New Baby
Congratulation to John and
Sally Mead for the birth of
their new grandson, Bennett
Alexander born June 7, 2020
to Nick and Kelsey Mead
and big brother Calvin.
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CONTACT US!
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